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Nampa First United Methodist Church 

The scripture that comes to mind as we transition from one year to the 

next is Philippians 3:13-14. 
 

"One thing I do, forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 

call of God in Christ Jesus." 
 

There's something to be said for forgetting the past.  When we can't let 

go of the past, it makes it hard for us to move into the future.  It's like 

driving your car forward while giving your full attention to your rear view 

mirror.  It's not recommended.  
 

Still, I'm not ready to forget 2015.  Some years we would just as soon 

forget.  2015 is not one of them.  Certainly not for our church.  God has 

been busy here.  This is just a quick sampling of a few of the things we 

have to celebrate. 
 

¶ God sent many wonderful new people to our church this year.  

And many of these new people learned about our church from 

you.  People inviting people.  The best way to grow a church!  
 

¶ It's been a year of incredible generosity.  We raised money in 

February that (along with generous help from the Bazaar Fund 

and Kids Stuff) made it possible for us to refurbish all three of our 

restrooms.  We raised over $5,600 to train Steve Hatch's service 

dog.  We raised over $7,000 for "Imagine No Malaria" ($2,187 

from Kids Stuff in January and $5,396 and counting from our  

December special offering).  And we're keeping our heads above 

water on current expenses for the first time in a long time.  
 

¶ New outreach ministries included "Operation Christmas Child" and 

"Suitcases for Dignity", both very well supported.  
 

¶ Steve and Karen Hatch were hired as Family Life Coordinators. 
 

¶ Cole Rogers was hired as church treasurer. 
 

¶ Mika Duran was hired to staff our church nursery. 
 

¶ A new church directory with pictures in it will be in our hands 

very soon.  (But with all the new people who keep showing up, 

we'll have to find another way to display the names and faces of 

everyone we are seeing in church these days.) 
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  tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ tŜƴ              ñThe Year in Reviewò      
WHATôS  

HAPPENING  

Communion Sunday  
January 3 

 
Sunny Ridge Luncheon  

January 5 
 

Wednesday Night Live  
resumes!  
January 6 

 
Book Club  
January 8 

 
Leadership Team Meeting  

January 12 
 

Chix & Stix  
January 16 

 
UM Menôs Lunch 

January 19 
 

Classics Luncheon  
January 21 

Continued on Page 2 

IŀǇǇȅ  
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 
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January 3    ñHow to See the Futureò  

 Matthew 26:20-29 
 

January 10   ñChurch As it Was Meant to Beò  James 5:13-20 
 

January 17   ñWhy Small Groups?ò    II Peter 3:8 -18 
 

January 24   ñNow the Bad Newsò    Mark 14:32-42 
 

January 31   ñFriendsò     I Samuel 17:55-18:5 
 

February 7    ñMaundy Thursday Revolutionò  John 13:1-9 

¶ The chancel choir is growing and presented another wonderful Christmas Cantata. 
 

¶ A "Service Faire" was held in September and resulted in many ministries around the church being 

staffed. 
 

¶ A new Dinner Group program was launched with over 60 participating. 
 

¶ Marie Osmond visited our church in July, creating a lot of excitement and positive energy. 
 

¶ We began age-level Sunday school classes in September. 
 

¶ Kids Stuff had a record-breaking year in enrollment.  It was also a significant year in our church's     

partnership with Kids Stuff.  Leadership for Vacation Bible School, the Halloween Carnival, and     

Wednesday Night Live meals all came from Kids Stuff.  And we're seeing more participation from Kids 

Stuff families in the larger life of our church.  
 

This isn't all, but I hope this is enough to show you why "forgetting what lies behind" is hard for me to do as 

this year comes to an end.  The important thing though is that we move forward, boldly, eagerly, confidently 

into the future.  2015 was a very good year.  2016 will be even better.  
 

I love the story about Branch Rickey (a Methodist, by the way).  He is best known for his role in breaking the 

color barrier in baseball.  He is the one who invited Jackie Robinson to become part of the Brooklyn Dodgers.   

He was one of the greatest ever baseball executives.  He did amazing work with the St. Louis Cardinals, the 

Brooklyn Dodgers, and the Pittsburgh Pirates.  At a dinner given in his honor, he was asked to name the    

greatest thrill out of his 50 years in baseball.   He thought for a moment and then answered, "I haven't had it 

yet."  
 

2016 is going to be a good year, no, a great year for our church!  

bŜǿ {ŜǊƳƻƴ 
January 10ðFebruary 7 
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Kids Stuff Preschool and Daycare  

 

As I sit here and reflect on 2015, Iôm once again so proud and feel very fortunate to be a part of this church and 

the ministry of Kids Stuff.  We have had so many opportunities this past year to be involved in events for the 

children as well as working with the adults in our church. I feel that weôve really continued to grow in all areas. 
 

This year we had 72 children who were invited to be part of our Christmas program.  Unfortunately all were not 

able to attend, and the weather that night did not help.  But it was still the biggest we've ever had.  Our kids 

were as cute as ever and did an amazing job at keeping the parents laughing and enjoying.  I continue to be 

proud of each and everyone of them, especially our 3-year-olds who stood so nicely on their step, staying in 

their places. 
 

This year at our program we had a first -ever special offering.  The offering was for a family we had learned 

about earlier in the week who had lost their home and the parents had lost their jobs.  The youngest child had 

been enrolled in our center for several years and it really hit us hard.  What many don't realize is that after 

spending so much time with these kids, they truly become an extended part of our families.   They say you can 

pick your friends but not your family.  I completely disagree.  Our daycare families have picked us and we     

always want to reach out and help in every way possible.  This was able to happen through generous gifts that 

night.  $1,077 was raised to help them provide the children with a Christmas along with extra for helping them 

out with other financial needs.  
 

I'm not sure if the most rewarding part was letting the family know how everyone had pulled together for them, 

or witnessing everyone wanting to help.  After the program I was flooded with people wanting to provided coats 

and toys, as well as wanting to give me names and numbers of outside resources for the family.  There was 

even a gentleman that night who did not have children of his own in the program, but had been invited by a 

friend.  By the end of the program he approached me letting me know that he had made some calls and that 

someone from the Sheriff's Dept. would be bring us a check for $250 the next day.  I've always known that we 

live in a great community, but this Christmas I was able 

to be a part of what it's all about.  God Bless each and 

everyone of you and I hope the New Year brings      

everyone much love and happiness. 

 

God Bless,  aǎΦ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ 

A HUGE thank you to all of our Kids Stuff parents who 

helped us bless Sherman Elementary School with all 

the wonderful supplies you donated.  What a joy to see 

the children so excited to put their gifts under the tree 

and learn how those gifts were going to help other 

boys and girls.   
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Family Life Coordinators  

 

Happy New Year!  2015 offered a new beginning for 

us and we are looking forward to a great 2016!   
 

The church youth group continues to grow in      

numbers and in faith.  It has been exciting to watch 

them grow their personal relationship with God.  The 

Sunday school program has also seen some growth 

and the kids are continuing to love the curriculum, as 

are the teachers.  We are still taking volunteers, so if 

you are interested in serving in this capacity, you can 

sign-up at volunteerspot.com. 
 

Wednesday Night Live will also resume on January 6. 

There will be a few different  small groups offered 

that will hopefully peak your interest.  There is also 

childcare offered and a program for children during 

that time.  Our hope is that Wednesday Night Live 

will continue to grow and thrive and promote       

fellowship.  There is also a great meal served before!  
 

We wish you a blessed 2016 and here is to a New 

Year full of grace and faith!  

 

Blessings, {ǘŜǾŜ ϧ YŀǊŜƴ IŀǘŎƘ 

Sherman Elementary 

Outreach  

 

Our partnership with Sherman is 

continuing to grow.   This fall we 

again provided supplies to begin the new school year, 

and thanks to Doreen Webb have started an          

afterschool math and science program sponsored by 

her employer that is very popular with the students 

and faculty.  There will be more information about 

that in a future newsletter.  
 

Most needed items for the children right now are 

jeans or sweat pants sizes 6 and up, underpants, 

socks, and shoes to provide a change when there are 

accidents.  These do not need to be newðslightly 

used and in good condition is perfectly fine.  With the 

cold weather, there's always a need for hats, scarfs, 

and gloves too.   
 

The staff is so grateful for your generosity and would 

like to thank you for your continuing support. It has 

made a difference for some of the neediest families 

in our  community.  

 

With Thanks, aŀǊƛŜ IŀƳŀƴƴ 

Meet Mika  

 

Mika Duran joined the Kids Stuff staff in 

the fall of 2014.  She works with the 

nursery age children.   
 

She recently came on board on Sunday 

mornings as the full-time nursery       

attendant for both  services.   

 

This gives us a steady attendant who is present every Sunday 

morning and a familiar face for nursery age children that     

attend Kids Stuff throughout the week and whose family      

attends Nampa First.   
 

We are thrilled to have Mika as part of the Nampa First team 

during our worship services.  Welcome Mika! 

Mika Duran 
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Start the New Year With A  

New Way to Give to the Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have all experienced forgetting our checkbook, 

check, or cash at home as we get ready for church 

services.  In todayôs electronic society many of us set 

up our utility, mortgage, car payments, etc., to be 

automatically deducted from accounts at our        

individual financial institutions. 
 

As a convenience for our church family, this option is 

also available for your monthly pledges through Ida-

ho Independent Bank, our current financial      insti-

tution.  
 

Debits would occur on either the 5th or 20th of each 

month, your choice.  You could choose the 5th and 

the 20th.  In the event you would find it necessary to 

alter your donation, be it up or down, or need to skip 

a month, simply notify the church office.  Also, you 

can sign up to opt out at  anytime.  
 

Any questions about the program can be answered 

by calling our church office (467-1151) and talking to 

our treasurer.  To enroll, stop by the church office 

and pick up an application.   

 

2ND ANNUAL FAMILY FUN EVENT!  

Saturday, March 5 

2:00ð5:00 p.m. 

$2 per person OR $5 per family 
 

Kids Stuff and the Building and Grounds Team are 

teaming back up for our 2nd annual Family Fun Event 

with an Ice Cream Social and Auction on Saturday, 

March 5th.  Kids Stuff did an outstanding job         

providing entertainment for the children last year and 

are on board to do the same this year.  
 

There will be BOTH . . . a LIVE auction and a SILENT 

auction, as well as a Kidôs Carnival and of course 

LOTS AND LOTS of ice cream and toppings!   
 

Start thinking about what you can contribute for the 

auctions.  We had an awesome assortment last year 

that will be hard to beat, but we have a talented and 

imaginative church family that can meet and even 

exceed that challenge!  Weôre looking for items, big 

and small, as well as services you can provide.  The 

only limit is your imagination.  Re -gifting is also an 

option, so if you tucked anything away from       

Christmasðplease keep us in mind. 
 

Proceeds from this year will be used to repair the    

irrigation system and refurbish the memorial circle 

and flower beds with low maintenance plants (roses 

will remain as they are).  
 

So mark you calendar, start inviting family and 

friends, and be thinking about what you (or a group 

you are in) can donate for the auctions.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Marie     

Hamann at randm68@yahoo.com or at 615-4082  
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Menôs Ministry 

 

Six men met at Canyon Creek Restaurant for fellowship and lunch on December 15, 2015.   
 

Our program came from information provided by the General Conference of United Methodist Men (GCUMN). 

The question they asked us to discuss was  ñHow is our church connecting men to Jesus Christ?ò The          

discussion generated more questions: How many men attend worship? How many participate in fellowship? 

How many have a personal prayer life and read the Bible? Are men turning to Jesus for lifeôs challenges?  We 

didnôt have all the answers. All of us should look at the questions and decide for ourselves on what is the    

general state of our souls. What is our responsibility to our family? It is agreed that there is an opportunity to 

fill a need to bring more men to Jesus. We need to have a program that will address the challenges men face. 

That is where we need your ideas and suggestions.  Come to a meeting and let us know what we can do.  Jim 

Boesch with GCUMM had an interesting article that we discussed called ñEverybody worships something or 

someone.ò The people who do not attend church, worship someone or somethingðjust not our creator God.  It 

could be an NFL team, fishing, golf, or just time with the boys. Some say it is our culture that tells us ñitôs 

about me.ò He quotes a verse in Proverbs . . . ñMen that let pride and fear keep them from God often suffer a 

separation from other people, themselves and God.ò  Remember everybody worships something.  Let us be 

servant leaders and guide men to the living, loving God who created us.   
 

Our program for January is from the GCUMM: Discover Mark.    
 

We were extremely blessed by the congregations support at the bazaar luncheon and for everyoneôs help and           

participation. The net of $671.36 exceeded the 2014 net. This money will go towards groceries for the two 

lunches that Nampa First prepares and serves at the Nampa Community Shelter the first and second Monday 

Monday of each month by Curtis Wilhite, Judy Matthews, and Dwayne Evanson.  
 

If you have a neighbor or friend who needs a hot and nutritional meal, direct them to the Nampa Community 

Shelter at 1412  4th Street South. The Nampa Shelter is also a wonderful resource for those who need food 

boxes, counseling, legal assistance, and employment help. There are pamphlets on the church bulletin board.   

 

United Methodist Men, 5ǿŀȅƴŜ 9Ǿŀƴǎƻƴ 

Servant of the Month  

 

The first greeting you get when you come to our 9:00 a.m. worship service probably 

comes from Loren Honstead.  And he's probably standing outside in the cold to give it.  

The wind chill was right at zero on the Sunday after Christmas, and there he was, giving 

a cheerful "good morning" and opening door for those who were arriving.  And this after 

he drove our bus to pick people up.   
 

Loren has served our church in many ways over the years.  He has been a Trustee.  He 

has been very involved with Boy Scouts.  He is a great guy and an important part of our 

 

Loren Honstead 

church.  Loren Honstead is our January Servant of the Month. 
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Wednesday Night Live  

 

Wednesday Night Live resumes on Wednesday, January 6!   
 

You wonôt have to plan the family dinner on these evenings because Ms. 

Lynn from Kids Stuff is cooking for us again this year, so dinner is ready!   
 

Afterwards there will be something for all ages é events are still in the 

planning stages, but we do have a 9-week Financial Peace class starting on February 3 locked in.  Stay tuned 

for more information on this and more in the weeks to come and donôt forget to invite family and friends!  

This is a GREAT way to introduce people to Nampa First. 

Church Pantry  

 

I want to thank this church family for your generous support of the church    

pantry.  Food pantries are dear to my heart.  There was a food pantry for      

married students at the Bible college my husband attended.  That little pantry 

was the reason there was food on our table MANY times during those lean 

years.  It was called ñThe GAPò é because God Always Provides .   
 

There is no rhyme or reason for the number of families we can helpðthere may 

be weeks with no request, followed by several in a short time span.  Nampa 

First doesnôt get many requests for food, most requests are for financial         

assistance (rent, utilities, gas, etc.) for which we are unable to help.  But I     

always offer them food.  Most say no, but just last week we were able to help a family of 8 with food.   
 

I  have a short list of non -food items Iôd like to keep on hand as well:   
 

1) SMALL supply of hand-held can openers.  Some of those we help with food are homeless or in transition.  

Having a few hand-held can openers would be nice. 

2) SMALL space heaters.  There was a request recently from a family who didnôt have heat and were heating 

with an open oven.  I reached under my desk and handed her the small space heater that was there.  Her 

eyes welled up with tears.  This wasnôt the first request from someone who didnôt have heat, so if you 

have a small (clean and working) space heater thatôs just collecting dust é Iôd like to keep a few on hand. 

3) Travel size hygiene products: shampoo, soap, shaving cream, etc.  At the church where my husband was 

pastor, I bagged these up with a washcloth and Daily Bread and dropped one in each bag of food.  

4) Lastly, your prayers.  I must trust upon the Holy Spirit to guide me in my response to these requests and 

the wisdom to know who is really in need and who is ñworking the systemò.  For the most part if they ask, 

and it is within my power to give I do.  God will deal with those who are out to deceive.   
 

Watch the weekly church bulletin for on -going food needs.  There is a convenient shopping list for you to use.  

Again é thank you for your generous support!   

 

In Christ, /ŀǊƻƭ όȅƻǳǊ ƻŶŎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊύ 


