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When Easter comes this year, people are going to be saying, "It seems
like we just had Christmas!" And they will be right. Christmas and East-
er this year are about as close together as they ever get. There are 93
days between them, about three months. That's hardly time to take
down the Christmas decorations and put them all away!

Christmas is always on December 25 but Easter's date is variable. The
rule is that Easter is the first Sunday after the first full moon following
the vernal equinox. Huh?? (I can hear some of you saying that, so I
thought I'd say it, too.) It's really easier than it sounds. The vernal
equinox is the first day of spring. March 20 this year. The moon will be
full three days later, on March 23. That's a Wednesday. Sunday is
March 27. Easter! Voila!

We have two daughters, Heather and Kelsey. Heather was born on
March 22 and Kelsey on April 27. Those are the two outer limits on how
early and how late Easter can possibly be. March 22 Easters are pretty
rare. It happened last in 1818 and won't happen again until 2285. Sorry
Heather, but it doesn't look good for an Easter birthday! The latest East-
er ever gets is April 25, which happened last in 1943 and will happen
again in 2038.

All of this is simply to say, we need to get ready for Easter early this
year! Just as there is a church season for getting ready for Christmas
(Advent), there is also a church season for getting ready for Easter. It's
called Lent. The first Sunday in Lent this year is February 14, also
known as Valentine's Day. The last year the first Sunday in Lent fell on a
Valentine's Day was . . .  WHO CARES???? (I can hear some of you
saying that, so I thought I'd say it, too.)

I have some suggestions for Lent this year. I got these from the Rev.
James Simmons, recently retired from Rose City Park United Methodist
Church in Portland, Oregon.

1) Listen to the Holy Spirit. Commit to at least one hour per week
listening for the promptings of the Holy Spirit and allowing God to speak
to you.

2) Invite others to share a meal or coffee (or whatever). Each
week, share two or three meals (or cups of coffee) with those you do

not know very well. _
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3) Be a blessing to someone. Seek to do at least three acts of blessing each week. Blessings are words or
deeds that encourage another person.

4) Be inspired by Jesus' example. Commit to read from one of the gospels each day. (The gospels are
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.) Pay special attention to how Jesus responded to various situations so you
can be "Jesus-centered".

5) Take inventory of your day. Take a few moments to reflect on your day, to see how you can grow in
your understanding of how to give and receive sacred love.

James Simmons challenged his church to do this last year. He got this letter in mid-Lent from one of his senior
members:

You recently shared a hand-out on a Lenten Covenant. One of the items was to share a meal two or three
times a week with others. I was inspired to start an 'afternoon tea" once a week with residents of our facility
so we could get better acquainted with one another. The first week I was asked to pray for a relationship and
a financial concern of an individual. Also I discovered things I had in common with another one. The second
week conversation led to my being asked to share my experience with God calling me into ministry. I also
discovered a woman who had been in the women's shelter, for which I had once worked. I can hardly wait to
see what comes next! Thank you and God bless you!

Easter is the day we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. The celebration will be all the greater the more we
work on our spiritual lives in the season of Lent. It's almost time to begin. I can hardly wait! How about you?
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February 7 “The Maundy Thursday Revolution” John 13:1-9

Matthew 26:26-29

February 14 “Unstuck: Me Too” John 8:31-36
February 21 “Unstuck: Get Real” Psalm 139:23-24
February 28 “Unstuck: Get Vulnerable” Genesis 3:8-10
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Kids Stuff Preschool and Daycare

As always our teachers are eagerly waiting for spring and the chance to be outside on a daily basis with their
classes. Our playground is set up great for the summer months and providing us with a little shade.
Unfortunately during this time of year it means we just keep watching to see if our last snow and ice pile have
thawed out, or wondering if we need to start pouring buckets of hot water on them.

A couple of weeks ago we broke into our Vacation Bible School curriculum: "FOLLOWING JESUS the Light of
the World." That is one thing that we never feel is too early to get started on. We were excited to hear that
Eagle United Methodist Church was chosen by GROUP Publishing to host a GROUP VBS Fun Shop. This is a
training and networking event where we look forward to learning time saving tips from GROUP veterans. It will
be hands-on training with pointers on everything from recruiting to decorating and clean-up. The clean-up is
the one I'm really interested in. I wonder if they have a way of someone else just coming in and doing it for
you :) The event is Saturday, April 2, at Eagle United Methodist Church from 8:30am—12:30pm. The cost is
$20/per person with early registration. Lynn and I have already registered and would love for anyone else to
join us and be a part of this spectacular event. If you are interested, please contact me and we'll be sure to
get you registered.

One of our hardest things is recruiting enough people for VBS. Of course we are hoping for our past veterans
to sign-up and volunteer again. But we would also love to see some new recruits. For anyone that has never
participated in this outreach that we provide for the children of our church and the community, you are really
missing out. I don't think you even have to be a child lover to enjoy what takes place during this event. As an
adult we are still touched by the curriculum, music, and joys of our youth.

It may sound really early to even be talking about volunteers and crew leaders, but this year it is our intention
to have background checks for everyone. If you already plan to help, please contact me and we will get start-
ed on this project.
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Wednesday Night Live is a way to | yBs 1S COMING! Not until
connect mid-week. We start the

evening with a family-style dinner begun and we need to start
at 6:00 p.m. followed by activities collecting for decor/craft
for all ages. Activities include projects NOW.

Funky Monkeys for the children _
and a choice of options for the | We are going to need A LOT bJ«-
adults. Ms. Lynn from Kids Stuff cooks dinner each week, so | of @ product called "Great
you don't even have to plan meals for these evenings! We'll | Stuff” (spray foam). Available

share menus and small group options as far out as possible. at places like Lowe's, Home Depot, Ace
Hardware, etc. We need it as soon as

possible! These can be left on the church
counter. Thank you in advance!

June, but the planning has

GAPS & CRACKS

REMEMBER ... Wednesday Night Live isnt just for church
family—this is a great way to introduce family and friends to
Nampa First, so get your invite on!
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Leadership Team Corner

The Leadership Team met on Tuesday, January 12.
Here are some highlights from that meeting:

9 A balanced budget was approved for 2016.
Projected income and projected expenses are
$244,000.

1 Kids Stuff each year returns to the church 30%
of their income over expenses. This will be
divided three ways, as in the past, for
apportionments, mission, and education. An
additional 5% was returned to the church this
year for "new ministry initiatives".

9 Joel Willis was welcomed to Leadership Team.
He is our new finance liaison.

9 Jerry Cornilles, Danny Jacobsen, and Sandy
Hopkins were re-elected as chair, vice-chair, and
secretary, respectively.

1 A "picture wall" displaying photographs of the
people of our church was approved.

1 An all-church talent show is planned for the
spring of this year.

Leadership Team will meet next on Monday,
February 8, 7 pm, in the GPS building. Guests are
always welcome.
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Family Life Coordinators

It is hard to believe that we are already in the month
of February! I remember my mom telling me when I
was younger that the moment I had children, the
years would fly by. I now completely understand
what she was talking about. However, I don't
remember her telling me how old my children would
also make me feel. I am always amazed when I
watch the children at our church play with one
another. It seems to me that they never run out of
energy. Like many people, I wish I could bottle it up
and use it on myself!

Sunday school is still going strong, as is youth group.
We have noticed an increase in new people weekly,
which makes us excited. It's important that we
welcome these people with bright and warm smiles
and answer any questions that they might have.
Our Wednesday Night Live groups are also growing.
Our class has had some great discussions and
insight. I'm learning new ideas and perspectives
every week—for which I am thankful. Feel free to
come to any of our small groups on Wednesday.
They are open to everyone and it will be a great time
of fellowship.

I've heard from some members about starting a bun-
co group. If you know what bunco is then you know
how much FUN it is to play. I think this is a great
idea and hope that you are willing to join us. For it to
be succes’sfu’l\, we will need at least 12 people.
V{heQI @3v&Smore details about time, days, etc. I
will let you know! If you are interested please let me

1. Listen without interrupting. (Proverbs 18)
2. Speak without accusing. (James 1:19) know!
3. Give without sparing. (Proverbs 21:26) So far 2016 is off to a great start! I know that this
4. Pray without ceasing. (Colossians 1:9) year will continue to be great because of the
5. Answer without arguing. (Proverbs 17:1) amazing community we have here at Nampa First!
6. Share without pretending. (Ephesians 4:15)
7. Enjoy without complaint. (Philippians 2:14) Blessings,{ L,J é @ é 9 Y | N\B y
8. Trust without wavering. (Corinthians 13:7)
9. Forgive without punishing. (Colossians 3:13)
10. Promise without forgetting. (Proverbs 13:12) W WW
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Saturday, March 5
2:00—5:00 p.m.
$2 per person OR $5 per family

Our Family Fun Event is just a month away! This is an opportunity for the entire church to have fun, get to
know each other better, and include the Kids Stuff daycare and preschool families as part of our larger church
family. Invite your neighbors to share in the fun too!

Kids Stuff Carnival . . . 2:00—3:00 p.m.
Ice Cream Social and Silent Auction . . . 2:00—4:00 p.m.
Kids Movie (supervised) in the G.P.S. Building . . . 4:00—5:00 p.m.
Live Auctions and announcing Silent Auction winners . . . 4:00—5:00 p.m.

Ms. Carolyn and Ms. Lynn are organizing an amazing carnival for the beginning of the afternoon and along with
the Kids Stuff staff will supervise the children during the live auction so the parents can participate.

We had a wonderful assortment of items last year, and know we can do even better this year. You can donate
an item or a service; the only limitation is your imagination. All donations should be in the office
by Wednesday, March 2. You can still win a silent auction item even if you aren't present at the end
of the event. You'll be called if you have the winning bid.

We are looking for someone to design a flyer for distribution in the neighborhood. If you're creative and think
this is something you'd like to do, contact Marie Hamann at 615-4082.
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Men’s Ministry

Twelve men met for fellowship, Bible study and church involvement for lunch on Tuesday, January 19.

A new program was introduced “Discover Mark” obtained through the General Conference of United Methodist
Men (GCUMM). Study guides were distributed to everyone present and from all indications and participation it
should improve our connection with God. The book has a glossary of terms to help men get the proper
definition as we are prone to not ask for directions. This is an ideal book for men to start with as the gospel of
Mark is an action packed narrative of Jesus’ life and ministry. Mark was eager to show Jesus as a leader of
power and action, and jumps into the story with both feet. The straightforward plain speaking tone of Mark's
gospel is ideal for us. We have room at the table for additional men. Special thanks to Glen Hogin for his
input to make this program beneficial for all.

Two members of the church serve on the Advisory Board for the Community Shelter (Salvation Army) and have
several needs that we have helped with in the past. Clean bedding, pillows, pots and pans, kitchen and
tableware. As people move out of the shelter and into homes they often do not have the essentials or the
money to purchase items. We want to thank everyone for their past donations and welcome any future
donations.

The Nampa First community OUTREACH program fed over 90 people at the Nampa Community Shelter
operated by the Nampa Salvation Army. A special thank you to Judy Matthews and Curtis Wilhite for preparing
and serving the meals.

United Methodist Men,5 @ | € )f S 90! )f a2 )f
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Sassy Women Mix-It-Up

SWiM invites all women to join us for good food, laughter and fellowship. It doesn't
matter your age or if you are single, widowed, divorced, married or in a relationship,
we want you to join in the fun. Each month SWiM gathers at a member’s home for
a potluck luncheon, games, and fellowship intermingled with a lot of laughter.

From time to time the group will venture out for things like a night at the theater, the movies, a scavenger
hunt, or to attend a local festival to name a few. We are always looking for inexpensive fun events to attend
together. The invite is there . . . if you are a woman who wants to just have fun for a few hours each month,
come join us!

If interested or for more information, you can contact Doreen Webb at 880-4120, Lil Willis at 465-1604, Phyllis
Montgomery at 461-5619, Diane Morris at 467-4297, or Jean Holland at 467-4487. If you need a ride someone
will be glad to provide one for you, just let us know.

Our next gathering will be a Chili Feed at 1:00 p.m. on February 20th at Gay Colson’s home.

See you there, 5 2 NB S)f 25060
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Sherman Elementary Outreach

Here's information about a program one of our members, Doreen Webb, introduced and is implementing at
Sherman Elementary with help from Rochelle Killett. This just shows what a positive difference we can make in
our community by being creative and recognizing available resources we can share. More hands are needed to
provide individual help to the students. If you're able to help, contact Doreen Webb at 208-880-4120 or by e
-mail at fourmypups@hotmail.com. We'll share more information in future newsletters.

with Thanks,a | N S |

Agilent Technologies has a global after school program, Agilent After School Program (AAS), that they have
been offering for around 15 years through employee volunteers. This program brings science, technology,
electronics and math to children aged 9-12 years old through 28 "kits". Each kit provides kids the opportunity
to learn through hands-on individual projects.

I had been wondering what I could offer Sherman Elementary other than just buying school supplies and when
I heard about Agilent's AAS I thought that it was a perfect fit. Twice a month Rochelle Killett and I have the
wonderful opportunity of working with between 15-18 kids aged 9-11. The enthusiasm in the kids every time
we introduce a new kit, watching them learn, explore and discover and the excitement in those discoveries has
been the most rewarding experience. So far we have explored criminal investigations by analyzing the
different inks used to write a "ransom note", built two electronic games - one a matching game and the other a
steady hand game, built a praxinoscope to watch animated movies which proved that all 4 hooves of a horse
leave the ground at the same time when they run, and done the "icky" investigation of life science through
investigating owl pellets. Every week as we leave the classroom the kids all ask "what's next?" with so much
anticipation that I can hardly wait two weeks for the next session.

I knew we were doing the right thing when I was told by one boy that he wanted to work where I worked
and all of a sudden I had small arms wrapped around me in a big hug with a very soft "thank you” whispered

up at me. It's an experience I will never forget.
Page 9
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Servant of the Month

Our February Servant of the Month is Jan Miller. Many of you know Jan Miller as a
guitarist in our Wings of Faith praise band (they provide music for our 11 am service).
No one person makes a band and there are a number of people who deserve recognition
for their faithful contributions over a number of years. However, Jan is the one who is
always there. No one has a better attendance record. You can always count on Jan to
be there at rehearsal and to come well-prepared on Sunday mornings. Jan has talents
beyond music. He is frequently the one who tackles handyman projects around the

church. Jan is also now the one who changes the message on our outdoor reader board

each week. Thank you, Jan for all you do. We are very blessed to have you in our church!
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Bits & Bites

Classics Luncheon
& Program

Our 65+ year old seniors are invited to the Classics
Luncheon and Program on Thursday, February 18
with the luncheon beginning at 12:00 noon followed
by a program.

February’s guest speaker for our program will be Ms.

Roberta Bischel from Idaho Area on Aging. The Area
Agency of Aging (AAA) provides services and supports that improve
the quality of life for Idahoans 60 years of age or older, and people
with disabilities, so they can live independent, meaningful, and
dignified lives within the community of their choice.

Roberta has a degree in social work and has been involved in aging
programs for over 20 years, 16 of which have been for the local
AAA. She currently works in training and compliance of nutrition
programs and community outreach.

If you have any questions, or would like to volunteer to assist with
set-up, serving, or clean-up, contact Laura Mullins at
teammullins53@gmail.com or at 858-735-7253.

S
v

The St. Alphonsus Mobile
Mammography Unit will be
using the Nampa First
parking lot on Monday,
February 29. They are
hoping there are at least
15 women from Nampa First who will make an appointment with
them. If it's time for you to have a mammogram, call St. Al's at
208.367.8787 to make your appointment. Please do not call the
church office. Nampa First is simply allowing the mobile unit to park
at the church. If they can't get 15 appointments from Nampa First,
they will open those slots to other women in the community or
cancel the unit for that day at Nampa First.

For more information, there is a poster on the narthex bulletin
board.
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FELLOWSHIP
COOKIE ROTATION

If your last name begins with one of
the following letters, please bring 3-4
dozen store bought or homemade
cookies before or on your designated
date.

February 7. .. F—H
February 14 . . . I—M
February 21 ... N—R
February 28 .. .52

3
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION
DEADLINE
Articles and calendar dates for the
March issue are due
NO LATER than
Friday, February 19
Submissions received after deadline
will have to wait until the next issue.

Page 10
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February Birthdays

Feb 1 Peggy Ellis
Feb 2 Haven Harley
Feb 3 Denzel Moss
Feb 4 Joanne Blanton
Feb 4 Wanda Smith
Feb 4 Rene Johnson
Feb 6 Cherri Healea
Feb 8 Betty Ziegler
Feb 10 Davis Blanton
Feb 11 Jim Baker
Feb 14 Lorraine Fields
Feb 16 Janis Bruneel
Feb 16 Dale Winch
Feb 20 Dennis Parry
Feb 20 Fred Johnsen
Feb 23 Debbie Sourgen
Feb 25 Nancy Jacobsen
Feb 25 Mike Krall
Feb 26 Carolyn Curtis
Feb 26 Joyce Johnson
Feb 28 Phyllis Montgomery
Feb 28 Hannah Kepner

February Anniversaries
Feb 12 Josh & Nichole Petrie

Contact the church office if we have missed your
special day or listed it incorrectly. Thank You!

Jeannie York

(Nancy Jacobsen’s mother)
1-26-2016
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January Worship Attendance:

3 10 17 24 31
9 am 93 94 87 95 95

11 am 65 74 67 73 67
530 pm 25 33 23 34 36
Total 183 201 177 202 198

2016 Average: 192

Giving:

January Revenue: $24,401
January Expenses: $ 9,528

2016 Revenue: $24,401
2016 Expenses: $9,528

Percentage of Apportionments Paid: 3%
Percentage of Year Gone: 8%

Finance Report

Thank you all for making 2015 our best year
financially in a long time.

We began the year with a revenue projection of
$220,600. By year end we had received
$241,739 , over $21,000 better than expected.

We began the year with $225,652 projected for
expenses. We ended the year spending
$224,558, so that projection was pretty close.
Revenue ($241,739) minus expenses ($224,558)
means we ended the year $17,181 to the good.

These numbers do not include our mission giving
which totaled $20,095 in 2015. Your faithful
giving is making a tremendous difference for
good. Thank you.
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Nampa First United Methodist Church
2717 12th Avenue Road ¢ Nampa, ID 83686
208-467-1151

Email:  nampaumc@gmail.com

Website: www.nampaumc.org

KIDS STUFF EARLY LEARNING PRESCHOOL

AND CHILD CARE CENTER
208-467-2178

Address Service Requested
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SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS

Childcare in the nursery is provided during morning services.

Wesley Service: Traditional worship

Adult Sunday School & Shared Fellowship Time
Celebration Service: Contemporary worship
Sunday School for Children

Our building is
accessible to all!

Simply Worship: For the disabled and their friends

Pastor: John Watts
Lay Leader: Jerry Cornilles
E Family Life Coordinators:  Steve and Karen Hatch
iyl Kids Stuff Director: Carolyn Curtis
79l Treasurer: Cole Rogers i
: Organist: Nancy Parks Oﬂ:lce Hours
% Choir Director: Jeanne Kusterer ]
=4 Lead Musician: Tim Swanson
Custodian: Carolyn Curtis
Office Manager: Carol Ogren ‘
. Bishop: Grant Hagiya Monday through Friday
District Superintendent: Kim Fields 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.



