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Nampa First United Methodist Church 

Our church was founded in 1901.  There were a lot of churches being 

founded in those days.  I came across some interesting statistics.       

Between January 1, 1880 and December 31, 1906 the Methodist       

Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South (the two 

churches still hadn't settled their differences since the Civil War) started 

a combined total of 16,000 new churches.  Nampa First was one of 

them.  Most all the churches I have been associated with were founded 

during those same years.  In one case (Medford, Oregon) the Methodist 

Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South were     

originally across the street from each other.  The Methodist Episcopal 

Church, South was on the north side of the street.  
 

During those same 27 years, the Baptists started 28,000 new churches, 

the Lutherans 8,000, the Catholics 5,800, the Disciples of Christ 4,000, 

the churches that are now called the United Church of Christ 4,000, the 

Episcopalians 3,000, and even the tiny United Brethren in Christ 1,800. 
 

Back in those days an orator named Robert Ingersoll gave a speech at a 

"freethinkers" convention in which he said, "The churches are dying out 

all over the land; they are struck with death."  Charles McCabe, assistant 

general secretary of the Church Extension Society of the Methodist    

Episcopal Church heard about this speech and wrote the speaker a     

letter.  
 

 Dear Robert 

 "All hail the power of Jesus' name" -- we are building more than 

 one Methodist Church for every day of the year, and propose to 

 make it two a day!  

    C.C. McCabe 
 

A hymn was soon being sung in the Methodist churches. 
 

 The infidels, a motley band, in council met and said:  

 "The churches die all thru the land, the last will soon be dead."  

 When suddenly a message came, it filled them with dismay: 

 "All hail the power of Jesus' name -- we're building two a day!"  
 

We aren't building two a day any more.  We aren't building many at all.  

Occasionally an existing church will build a new building (as we did here 

20 years ago)  but new congregations where none existed before are 

few and far between.  In the last 27 years in the Oregon -Idaho Annual 
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Pastor’s Pen               ñOld Churches, New Peopleò      What’s  
Happening 

Good Friday  
Tenebrae Service  

Friday, April 3 
 

Spring Fling &  
Easter Thing  

Saturday, April 4 
 

EASTER 
Sunday, April 5 

 

Womenôs Book Group 
Saturday, April 11 

 

UM Menôs Breakfast 
Tuesday, April 14 

 

Classics Luncheon  
Thursday, April 16 

 

Single Women Magic  
Saturday, April 25 

Continued on Page 2 
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April 5  ñThe Idle Tale Tellersò   Luke 23:55ð24:11 
 

April 12 ñThe Discouraged and Disbelievingò  Luke 24:13-35 
 

April 19 ñHow to be Happyò    Philippians 1:1-11 
 

April 26 ñThe Work God Gives Us to Doò  John 17:1-5 

April Sermons 

Conference I can think of eight new church starts, four of which are still meeting.  
 

It's not as dismal as that may sound.  Many of our churches are growing.  It's just that the dominant growth 

strategy is no longer starting new churches.  It is getting our existing churches to reach more people.  
 

And that's not easy.  That doesn't just happen.  God has blessed us with many wonderful new people in the 

last few years (many just since the first of the year).   One of the gifts these new people bring to us is a fresh 

set of eyes to help us see ourselves. 
 

Churches with 100 or more years of history almost always become good at putting up invisible barriers that 

make it hard for new people to feel welcome.   Kind of like that sign at old Tiger Stadium:  

 

 

 
 

 
 

This isn't intentional.  People who go to church all the time just don't remember what it feels like to go to 

church for the first time.  It's scary.  Hospitality is a huge factor in whether or not you are likely to return.  
 

The people who have recently made us their church home can see things here that we cannot see.  They can 

tell us what we are doing well and what we could be doing better.  They can tell us why they came back after 

that first visit and also why they almost didn't.  
 

I shared these words written by another pastor with our most recent pastor's class:  
 

 You don't need to change in order to be here,  

 but don't leave as you came -- and don't leave us as we are. 
 

An earlier generation started new churches at a rate that staggers the imagination.  This generation is called to 

fill these churches.  It's hard to say which task is harder and which takes more faith.  One thing is for sure.  We 

have the same power source.  "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!" 

VISITORS CLUBHOUSE 

no visitors allowed 
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Kids Stuff Preschool and Daycare 
 

For years now weôve said that every day as teachers 

we learn just as much as we think we're teaching the 

children.  I picked up one of my school kids recently 

and as he proceeded to find a place on the bus he 

informed me that he had a "migrating" headache.  

No you did not just read a typo. I told him how sorry 

I was to hear that and asked if he meant a migraine 

headache.  Almost offended, he responded with "NO, 

IT'S A MIGRATING HEADACHE!" At that point who 

was I to argue?  My headaches often travel with me 

from place to place too.  But I continued to ask how 

he knew it was a migrating headache versus a   reg-

ular headache.  I  was quickly put in my place when 

he said, "How should I know, I've never taken any 

classes to be a doctor and know the difference?"   

Again I quickly learned something.  Who are we to 

question what the kids have to tell us?  
 

The children are constantly asking everyday if this is 

the day that we have chapel.  Quite often as their 

teachers, we wonder if they are really listening 

enough to get anything out of it.  I was pleased 

when a mother expressed to me that her 4 year old 

came home all excited about participating in      

communion.  Pastor John had spoken to the children 

about the topic at chapel.  I was touched.  Again this 

is a sign that it is never to early for children to learn 

and that kids do absorb more than we give them 

credit for.  John continues to do a great job with the 

kids and it shows when we have parents coming to 

us with stories like these. 
 

God Bless, Ms. Carolyn 

SAVE THE DATE! 
June 15-19  È  9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon  

NOW ENROLLINGNOW ENROLLING   
Kids Stuff Early Learning Center Christian Preschool 

Thursday, May 21 È 9:00 a.m. ~ 12:00 noon  

2717 12th Avenue Road, Nampa È 208.467.2178 
 

Please bring a copy of immunization records and registration fee to enroll.  

(3 & 4 year old preschool registration fee $100)  Open HouseOpen House  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

(of all ages!)  
 

¶ Kitchen Helpers 

¶ Crew Leaders 

¶ Station Leaders 

¶ Set-Up and/or Take-Down 

¶ Decorations 
 

We want ANYone & EVERYone  

to join us for a week who would like to remember 

what itôs like to be a kid! 

JOIN THE  

ADVENTURE  

WITH US!! 
 

To volunteer  

or if you have questions,  

contact Carolyn Curtis at 284-2427 
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Family Fun Event and  

Ice Cream Social 
 

Thank you to EVERYone who contributed 

items to the auctions and all the            

volunteers who set up the fellowship hall, 

served ice cream, or cleaned up.  Our   

auctioneer and her helpers did a super 

job . . . thank you Vicky!  Special thanks 

for all the toppings donated by Kids Stuff 

parents.  We almost ran out of table space 

for them all!  I had no idea there could be 

so many choices!  We couldnôt have had 

the turnout we did or as much fun as we 

had without the childrenôs activities      

provided by the Kids Stuff staff.  They put 

MANY hours in planning, designing, and 

manning the   activities.  There was some-

thing for everyone, and our major goal of 

coming together for fun was a  success. 
 

Our Family Fun Event earned $2,988 

(approximately half the cost to replace the 

flooring, counters, and sinks in the wom-

enôs restroom; and counter in menôs and 

fellowship hall restrooms.)  Our goal is to 

have this work done as soon as possible 

and the Bazaar Committee has offered to 

donate an additional $3000 to make this 

happen.  Kids Stuff also offered to        

contribute toward any additional cost if 

needed.  Weôve received estimates of    

approximately $6000.  The Building and 

Grounds Team will evaluate all the bids 

and schedule the work to begin as soon as 

possible.  To minimize disruption of Kids 

Stuff, this will probably be in June when 

there are fewer children in attendance.  
 

To everyone who attended and bid and 

made this event a success.  Thank you! 
 

With much gratitude, Marie Hamman 

On March 15, Sherry Marsh, Sherman Elementaryôs principal, 

and several children came to both of our services.  The children 

sang for us and Sherry gave an update on how our              

contributions have made an impact in their school life.  We 

started this partnership last year and want to continue to meet 

the needs of this important part of our community.  
 

Volunteers are needed to listen to children read who need a   

little extra help to improve their fluency and comprehension.  

Also to read to younger children who may not get this exposure 

at home.  If youôd like to volunteer, but canôt on a regular     

basisðthere are opportunities to help for a day.  
 

April has a couple of opportunities which youôll hear more about 

in the bulletin, as well as opportunities to help in coming 

months. 
 

Friday, April 17 @ 7:30 p.m.  Donut with Dads:  Help      

set-up, serve donuts, assist with clean up. 
 

Saturday, April 18 @ 9:00 a.m.  Garden Clean -Up and 

Potluck:  A nice outdoor activity for garden enthusiasts.  
 

May 4 -8 is Teacher Appreciation Week and some kind of 

treat is provided for teachers each day of the week.  More info 

to come é 
 

Friday, May 8 @ 2:00 p.m.  Muffins with Moms:  Help     

set-up, serve muffins, assist with clean up. 
 

Thursday, May 28 is Field Day and students will be all over a 

large outdoor area.  Volunteers are needed to be watchful.  
 

There will also be an expanded supply list coming in the near 

future.  The needs for this school are great and this gives us an 

opportunity to reach out to help those who need it the most.   
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to make Sherman      El-

ementary a priority as a community outreach. 

Sherman  

Elementary  

Outreach 
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Leadership Team Corner 
 

The Leadership Team met on Monday, March 9.  

Here are some highlights from that meeting:  
 

È  The Family Fun event netted $2988.  The        

estimated cost of needed restroom improvements is 

$6000.  We have been offered $3000 from Bazaar 

funds to complete the project.  Cost overruns and 

improvements to the fellowship hall bathroom will be 

covered with Kids Stuff funds. 
 

È  There will soon be a Nampa First United Methodist 

Church YouTube channel.  Fred Johnsen is heading 

up this project.  There will be no cost to the church.  
 

È  New giving statements will show pledged giving 

and giving to special projects separately. 
 

È  Excellent input has been received from the 

ñlistening postò meetings with groups in the church.  

Priorities will be set on what to do first at the April 

meeting. 
 

È  40 people have asked to be part of Dinner 

Groups.  Six groups have been organized and those 

who signed up will contacted soon to schedule their 

first dinner.  

Members of the Leadership Team are interested in 

hearing from you:  
 

Jerry Cornilles (chair)   
jerryc@ctcweb.net 

 

Danny Jacobsen (vice chair)  
mrwatchdanny@yahoo.com 

 

Sandy Hopkins (secretary)  
dnshopkins@msn.com 

 

Marie Hamann   
randm68@yahoo.com 

 

Carl Hamilton   
carlandlynell@cableone.net 

 

Jim Pratte    
jamespratte@outlook.com 

 

Brenda Miller   
brenda.miller@carriageservices.com 

 

Brian Butkus   
blbutkus@gmail.com 

 

John Watts   
watts22909@gmail.com 

 

Leadership Team will meet next on Monday, April 13, 

7:00 p.m., in the GPS building.  Guests are always       

welcome. 

 

Spring Fling & Easter Thing  
Saturday, April 4 @ 10:00 a.m.  

for kids 1ñ10 years old 
 

Eggshilarating Craft Projects!    

Eggstra Special Treats!!    

Eggstreme Egg Hunt!!! 
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Men’s Ministry 
 

The monthly 8:00 a.m. breakfast meeting on the se-

cond Tuesday of each month at Canyon Creek Res-

taurant is open to ALL MEN in the church.  Thanks to 

everyone who came and shared their thoughts, ide-

as, and recommendations.   
 

Our program focused on John Wesley, one of the 

founders of Methodism.  Wesley passed away on 

March 2, 1791 (224 years ago) at the age of 87.  

The ministry of that time is similar to the ministry of 

today.  He advocated small groups to experience 

Christ personally in their discipleship.  Our church 

currently promotes small group ministry.  In 1743, 

Wesley drew up a set of General Rules which is the 

nucleus of The Book of Discipline.  The first         

conference was held in 1744.  The doctrine Wesley 

focused on in his sermons and writings was divine 

grace, turning hearts toward God, personal salvation 

by faith, witness of the Spirit, and that all people can 

be saved by faith in Christ.  I found a quote from 

Wesley on slavery that is very appropriate for the 

present . . . ñLiberty is the right of every human 

creature as soon as he breathes the vital air; no     

human law can deprive him of that right which he 

derives from the law of nature.ò  In closing, the 

ñJohn Wesley Ruleò was passed out and reads as   

follows:  
 

   Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 

   In all the ways you can, in all the places you can,  

   At all the times you can, to all the people you can,  

   to all the people you can, as long as you ever can. 
 

Do not grow weary of doing good.  1 Thess. 3:13 

The one who does good is of God.  III John 3:11  
 

Our next breakfast meeting will be on Tuesday, April 

14 when we look at ñEverybodyôs Normal Till You Get 

to Know Themò as suggested by Glen Hogin.  This 

should be a fun and informative project.  
 

Special thanks to Gene and Evelyn Bowman for all 

the items they donated to the Nampa Community 
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Shelter when they moved into Sunny Ridge.  When 

residents from the community shelter move into their 

own place, they generally donôt have dishes, silver-

ware, or utensils, so remember this when you are 

upgrading/downsizing your home . . . there is a 

much needed place for them.  The shelter is located 

at 1412 4th Street South in Nampa. 
 

There is also a request of audio books for Dennis 

Frasier, a member of our church, who is unable to 

read or watch television. 
 

-Dwayne Evanson, United Methodist Men 

For our church family and their friends that are 65+ 

years wise.  
 

Stop by the 3rd Thursday of every month, excluding 

December, June, July, and August.  We start with 

lunch followed by a different program every month ð

some of which are informational, some entertaining, 

but all are a time of fun, food, and fellowship.  
 

The next Classics will be Thursday, April 16 at 12:00 

noon for a delicious lunch followed by a program.   
 

The church van will be running for those who would 

like to be picked up.  To request a ride, please     

contact the church office at 467 -1151. 
 

The luncheon and programs are always free,      

however a donation basket is available if you would 

like to make a small donation. 

for Seniors 

Classics  Luncheon 
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Servant of the Month 
 

Our April Servant of the Month is Patsy Waters.   
 

Patsy leads our church's Building and Grounds ministry team.  With a church 

building that is now 20 years old and with all the land we have to maintain, they 

have a huge responsibility.  As we look around, we can see the great job they 

are doing!  The building, inside and out, is looking good.  Our landscaping is 

beautiful and shows the pride we have in our church.  And of course much of the 

work Building and Grounds does is not obvious.  There is always something to 

maintain or repair, and these projects have been completed promptly with   

quality workmanship and often with volunteer labor.  Finding money for this 

work is a challenge as we operate under budgetary restrictions, but Patsy has always been skillful at figuring 

out how to do more with less and at finding ways to get needed projects done on a timely basis (before we 

end up paying even more due to deferred maintenance).  Thank you Patsy for your faithful service to our 

church! 

Women’s Book Group 
 

Womenôs Book Group is open to ALL the ladies of 

Nampa First.  We meet the 2nd Saturday of each 

month at 9:30 a.m. in the GPS Building.   
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, April 11, at which time 

we will talk about The Color of Water  by James 

McBride. 
 

ñAs a young black boy in Brooklyn, James McBride 

wondered why his mother looked different. When he 

asked her if she was white or black, she would     

answer, "I'm light -skinned." Finally, when he had 

become an adult, she told him her story. She was a 

rabbi's daughter, born in Poland, raised in the   

American South. McBride's tribute, now published in 

a 10th anniversary edition, has become a classic in 

healthy race relations, a topic we are all apparently 

still learning.ò 
 

May Behind the Beautiful Forever   

      by Katherine Boo 

My weekend is all booked 

 

Patsy Waters 

New Women’s Bible Study 
 

Womenôs Bible Study meets every Tuesday at 10:00 

a.m. in The GPS Building. 
 

Our next study begins on Tuesday, April 7th and is 

open to ALL the women of Nampa First.   
 

We will look at The Prodigal 

Son (Luke 15:11-32), one of 

the most well known parables 

that Jesus told.  Using both 

the ñProdigal Perspectivesò 

DVD and Henri Nouwenôs 

book, The Return of the    

Prodigal Son, we will dig deep-

er into the story and once 

again see that unmerited and 

amazing grace that God the 

Father bestows on all of us. 
 

Purchasing Henri Nouwenôs book is optional, but 

highly recommended.  They are $10 each and are 

available in the church office.  Make checks payable 

to ñFUMCò. 
 

If you have any questions or need more information, 

contact Kathy Huff. 



FELLOWSHIP COOKIE ROTATION  
 

If your last name begins with one of the following   

letters, please bring 3-4 dozen store bought or home-

made cookies before or on your designated date.  
  

 April  5 . . . AðB 

 April 12 . . . CðE 

 April 19 . . . FðH 

 April 26 . . . IðM 
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Bits &  Bites 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE  
 

Articles and calendar dates for the MAY issue  

are due NO LATER than FRIDAY, APRIL 17. 

Submissions received after the deadline  

will have to wait until the next issue.  

Your Assistance Please . . . 

For Aprilôs activity, the SWiM Group will be doing a 

spring scavenger hunt followed by lunch hosted by 

Doreen Webb and Lil Willis on April 25th.  Watch the 

E-News and bulletin for more details!  

If you knit or crochet, the church is in need of more 

prayer shawls.  We like to keep a supply on hand to 

have available to give out.  Just drop off in the 

church office.  Thank you!  

The Bazaar Committee is hard at work, but our 

small (yet dedicated) group of ladies canôt do it all.  

Any craft or handmade items that you can make 

and donate will be greatly appreciated.  Joining our 

bazaar workshop that meets the 1st and 3rd Friday 

of each month at 9:30am would be appreciated too!   

If you have ANY questions, contact Melva Dinius. 

Classics Volunteers 

Hey Everybody, 

I wanted to give you all an update on how I was   

doing.  So to start, I found out the baby I am having 

is a girl and we are naming her Violet Sylvia Smith.  

My life is going south again BAD so my wife and I 

are moving to Wyoming with her mother in order to 

start a life right.  I miss you all. 

God be with you and bless you, 

Charles Smith 

 

Dear FUMC Friends, 

Thank you so much for the spiritual gift of healing.  I 

canôt begin to express my gratitude to be              

remembered in your prayers.  I am on the mend and        

recovering nicely.  Thank you again for your      

beautiful gift and I am forever grateful!  

Love, Stacy Lindsy 

(Wilma Faethôs niece) 

The altar decorations are changed the first of each 

month.  We are asking for volunteers to join the 

altar decoration rotation.  You can do this solo or 

team up with someone.  All supplies are stored at 

the church, itós just a matter of something new each 

month.  Contact Joanne Blanton to volunteer. 

We are looking for volunteers (at least one, but the 

more the merrier) to help with our monthly Classics 

Luncheon.  Classics meets one time per month on 

the 3rd Thursday.  Time commitment would be 

from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   To volunteer, please 

contact the church office at 467 -1151.  

Do you have an eye for décor? 

Bazaar Workshops 

Single Women Magic (SWiM) 



NUMBERS THAT MATTER  
 

March Worship Attendance:  

    2015 Average:  200 

 1 8 15 22 29 

9 a.m. 90 81 95 98 90 

11 a.m. 79 89 97 78 94 

5:30 p.m.  29 31 16 21 31 

Total 198 201 208 197 215 

April Birthdays 
 

Apr  1  Blayze Jensen 
Apr  2  Leela Schafer 
Apr  2  Cash Arrasmith 
Apr  2  Gail Driscoll 
Apr  4  Jim Pratte 
Apr  5  Emily Thueson 
Apr  7  Nancy Burgess 
Apr  7  Doug Renfrow 
Apr  9  Bob Parks 
Apr  10  Phyllis Case 
Apr  10  Lil Willis 
Apr  11  Cheryl Yearous 
Apr  11   Joan Harmon 
Apr  12  Reed Hoefling 
Apr  12  Justin House 
Apr  15  Curt Smith 
Apr  15  Anthony Babien  
Apr  17  Lyle Walker 
Apr  18  Fallaine Miller 
Apr  21  Craig Yearous 
April 21  Carlene Wickham 
Apr  23  Von Comstock 
Apr  24  Sharon Bruce 
Apr  25  Julie Gehrke 
Apr  25  Phyllis Bulgin 
Apr  25  Debbie Pimentel 
Apr  27  Lauren Hoefling 
Apr  27  Kelsey Watts 
Apr  27  Michael Pimentel 
Apr  29  Gene Dinius 
Apr  29  Randy Nicholson 
Apr  30  Eugene Bowman 
Apr  30  Dot Conry 
 

 

April Anniversaries 
 

Apr  4  David Peterson & Peggy Ellis 

Apr  6  Bob & Pat Jacobsen 

Apr 17  Bill & Betty Ziegler 
Apr 25  Dan & Sandy Hopkins 

 

Please contact the church office  
if we have missed your special day 
or listed it incorrectly.  Thank You! 

Giving:  
 

March Revenue:   $20,004  
March Expenses:   $15,324 
 
2015 Revenue:   $60,711 
2015 Expenses:   $56,144 
 
Percentage of Apportionments Paid:       21.5% 
Percentage of Year Gone:      25% 
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DEATHS 
 

Eileen Dickman 

3-13-15 
 

Viola Brown (Wanda Nicholsonôs sister) 

3-20-15 



Address Service Requested  

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS  
 

Childcare in the nursery is provided during morning services. 
 

9:00 a.m. ï Wesley Service:  Traditional worship 
10:00 a.m. ï Sunday School & Shared Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m. ï Celebration Service:  Contemporary worship   
5:30 p.m. ï Simply Worship:  For the disabled and their friends Our building is 

accessible to all! 

Pastor:   John Watts 
Office Manager:   Carol Ogren 
Church Life:   Kathy Huff 
Kids Stuff Director:   Carolyn Curtis 
Treasurer:   Cole Rogers 
Organist:   Nancy Parks 
Choir Director:   Jeanne Kusterer 
Lead Musician:   Tim Swanson 
Custodian:   Carolyn Curtis 
Bishop:   Grant Hagiya 
District Superintendent:   Kim Fields 
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April 2015                                     

Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m.ð2:00 p.m.  

Office Hours 

Nampa First United Methodist Church 
2717 12th Avenue Road  È  Nampa, ID  83686 

208-467-1151 

Email:    nampaumc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.nampaumc.org 

 

KIDS STUFF EARLY LEARNING PRESCHOOL  

AND CHILD CARE CENTER 

208-467-2178 


