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“Pastor 6s P aammatGodisUp To"

Each Monday | look forward to going through a big stack of yellow
"Connection Cards". Carol gets to them first. Carol does the actual
work. She follows up on guests, prayer requests, and address changes.
Then it's my turn. | like the weekly reminder of who was here. | have
a pretty good view, but still | miss a few of you. | also like to see what
you checked on the "Next Steps" section of the card. This is where |
syggest what we might do to go further with what we talked about in
the sermon.

ThE:) iglleX behind "Next Steps" is that worship is not something we do
and then we are done with it. When we worship God we should be
kakig sdmething with us that will take us further along in our Christian
discipleship -- so that we can do a better job of "knowing Christ, loving
God, and serving others".

I'm going to keep giving you "Next Steps" each week in spite of what
I'm about to say. But I really wonder if suggesting to you what you are
supposed to do is the main purpose of a sermon. I'm going to try
something out on you here. Let me know what you think.

There are three things | try to accomplish when | preach. The least
important of the three is giving you advice. After all, who am | to do
that? I'm not sure | know better than you how you are supposed to live
your lives. There's an old song -- "He can't even run his own life, Il be
I know 1 still do this
| hope you can forgive me. But

d___ if he'll run mine" -- that comes to mind.
now and then. | probably still will.
moralistic preaching would be a turn-off for me. | can only assume it is
for you, too.

Much more important than telling you what to do is telling you what
God has done. That means opening the Bible and helping you enter
that world. The Bible is not a boring book. It's the most exciting book
ever written. | take seriously my responsibility of doing what little | can
to help make it come alive for you on Sunday morning. When we see
what God has done, it helps us see our own lives in a truer perspective.
God's story illuminates our story. So this is important. There is a
school of thought that this is the most important. Expository preaching.
Just letting the Bible speak for itself.




But | would say that even more important than telling you what God did is telling you what God is
doing. Or do we think God stopped doing things when Bible times ended? God did amazing things in
the Bible. No question about that. But God is doing amazing things today, And God will do amazing
things tomorrow. So where is God at work in the world and in our lives? We look for that, we cel-
ebrate that, and we enter into that. The main question we bring to church on Sunday morning: What is
God doing and how can | be a part of it?

This requires discernment. The prophet Isaiah saw God at work in his day. He heard God speak these
words: "Behold, | am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it" (43:19). The
truth is God is often doing big things, important things and we are so caught up in the trivia of our own
lives that we fail to notice. It's humbling to be a preacher -- to be the one to call attention to what God
is up to and how we can enter in, not get in the way.

Which | suppose may lead us right back to those "Next Steps". Because it's not enough to see what
God is doing and to want to enter in. We have to enter in. We have to take that leap of faith. We
have to do something.

Not a bad place to start is one of those "Next steps” that never changes from week to week. "Pray dai-
ly this week."

Sermongo nt h

May 4 AThe Rest of the ChrRomans7d4®5aF aifft hc
May 11 AA Mot herds Hearto Ezekiel 36:2528
May 18 AWhy Me?o0 Jeremiah 1:4.0
May 25 AOn the Edge of our PSama28s 0
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Kids Stuff Preschool and Daycare <
In April | was part of our Spring Fling and Easter Hunt. We had a fabulous turnout of children from both
church and Kids Stuff. And when it was all over all | could think about was our daycare. | was fortunate
enough that day to have seen children from my past classes, some from my present class, and some that
are already signed up for my class next year. gt
of another year , ités never really over. And
everyone together.
Our year-end preschool graduation will be on Wednesday, May 21 at 10:00 a.m. followed by punch and
cake in fellowship hall. Everyone is welcome to come and join us for the celebration.
ltdés been kind of a crazy school year with a | of
thank my staff and the parents for keeping the faith. Change is never easy, but it definitely was easier
with people that were so eager to work together
God Bless, Ms. Carolyn
Registration for Kids Stuff Preschool
Begins Thursday, May 22 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
We will be holding open enrollment for the
3 and 4 year old classes for the fall.
(Please bring a copy of immunization records and registration fee to enroll)
3 Year Old Class: Child must be 3 years old by September 1st and potty trained.
Monday and Wednesday 9:00 a.m.o6 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 a.m.o6 11:30 a.m.
Tuition: $100.00/month
Registration Fee: $100.00 due at enrollment.
4 Year Old Class: Child must be 4 years old by September 1st.
Monday and Wednesday 9:00 a.m.d 12:00 noon
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 a.m. 8 12:00 noon
Tuition: $120.00/month
Registration Fee: $100.00 due at enrollment.
After preschool care is available for both classes at a rate of $13.00 for up to 5 hours of care.
If you or anyone you know is interested in preschool or daycare, please call 467-2178.
We are also available for summer daycare needs.
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< Leadership Team Corner

The Leadership Team met on Monday, April 14.
Here are some highlights from that meeting:

E It has been one year since the Leadership
Team first met. We spent time evaluating how
we doing. It agreed Dbetter
communication with the congregation is needed,

are was
in particular to dispel the notion that Leadership

Team permission is required for everything that
goes on in the church. We welcome any com-
ments the congregation may have.

E  Visitors from Boise First United Methodist
Church will be visiting the 11 am service in the
near future to offer thoughts on how this service

might reach more people.

E  We are working on the application process for
new people to join the Leadership Team. There
will be at least 3 vacancies effective January 1,
2015. Applications for one of these positions will
be accepted soon.

E  $3720 was received as a rebate from the Or-
egon-ldaho Annual
claims experience on our health insurance plan. It

Conference for favorable
was decided to use this money to pay back money
we have borrowed from ourselves.

E  Paying bills and meeting payroll continue to be
a challenge. Thank you for your faithful support
of our church's financial needs.

Leadership Team will meet next on Monday, May
12, 7 pm, in the GPS building. Guests are always
welcome.

DONOGT FORGET
Sherman Elementary
Outreach Project

Sherman Elementary is our adopted school and
this outreach is on-going. They are in need of
supplies, classroom volunteers, and monetary
donations.

If you are interested in donating, there isan on
-going need for supplies. Their current and most
urgent needs at present are: copy paper, dry
erase markers, pencils, wipes, and new boys
underwear and pants in sizes 50 7.

You can drop your donations off in the basket at
the Sherman Elementary display in the narthex.
If you prefer to make a monetary donation,
someone can purchase needed supplies for you.

Recent donations of $110 were used to purchase
copy paper which has been delivered to the
school.

Thank you for your continued support!

Did you miss the April 30 Church Work Session?
If so, join us for another session on Wednesday,
May 7 at 6: 30 p. m. Co
feed you dinner before putting you to work!

If you have any questions, contact J.P. Willson at
208-954-3117 or the church office.
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"CALLINGALL __
CRAFTERS! -

&
The Women of Nampa UM
are hosting the

Saturday, May 10
| 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
b $15.00(includes your booth AND lunch)

Mexican Bar Lunch, Drinks, Snacks provided.

Hourly Door Prizes!

Questions? Contact:
i Brandy Yearous, Heather Carter, or Lisa Lujan .

E Some Crickets will be available to use.
(but not at tables)
E Come&goddondt have to s
E No childcare provided.
E No assigned/saved seating.

To reserve your space, contact
church office at 467-1151,
Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm.

CRAFT DAY %

SAVE THE DATE!

e

Nampa First
United Methodist Church

' j VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

June 16A 20, 2014
9:30 a.m.fi 12:00 noon
$15.00 per child

office or on the church website at
WWW.nampaumc.com

|

If you are interested in volunteering

For more information, call 467-1151
or e-mail nampaumc@gmail.com

Womends Book Group
Womenébés Book Group meets the second Satur
Building. Please come and join us!
Our May 10 book will be Me r | e 6 by T&ddKerasote. This national bestseller explores % z‘"\

the relationship between humans and dogs. How would dogs live if they were free? Would
they stay with their human friends? Merle and Ted found each other in the Utah desert o

| contact Heather Carter or Brandy Yearous.

t]12 YReYidtratlor? forthd are available at the church
|

Merle was living wild and Ted was looking for a pup to keep him company. As their bond grew, Ted
taught Merle how to live around wildlife, and Merle taught Ted about the benefits of letting a dog make

his own decisions.

If you have ANY questions, please contact Heather Carter at suscrapper@cableone.net or at 9143152.
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< Mends Ministry

The men met April 8 in the G.P.S. Building for fellowship, coffee, rolls, and to discuss where and when we

want to continue our mends ministry, pl us ThetMan/mpjobl

The Mirror.

We recapped the inserts distributed in the church bulletins distributed on March 31 and April 6 requesting

all men to complete and return so that we can reach more men. The Book of Discipline of the United
Methodist Church T 2301 requires that each Methodist Church have a UMM group, therefore we have a
compelling interest to be in compliance. The responses were less then expectations; however they were
sufficient to indicate we try Dennyb6s for breakf{fas
also indicated an interest in trying an evening meeting and or Saturday morning. In order to comply with

those requesting another time, place, and date we will be requesting another insert to get a count on

who will be attending.

Our program was on ACCOUNTABILITY. The purpose qff
become more Christlike in our ways. The following areas of our lives in which all of us need
accountability: Relationship with God, with our spouse and with our children; in our responsibility with our

time, finances, ethical behavior, and relationships. The primary purpose of this lesson is to have men
partner up with a friend that will hold each other accountable in all the key areas of their life. Ecclesiastes
49-10 ATwo are better t han one, because they have a

friend can help him up. But pity the man who f alfl s
iron sharpens iron, Sso one man sharpens anothelf. o

encourage us to live up to Godbés standar ds.

FUMC COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROJECT: Your church prepares and serves lunch at the Namjga
Community Shelter on the first and second Mond alg
those that need a nourishing meal. If you know of anyone that could benefit; direct them to 1412 4 ™
Street in Nampa for lunch, 461-3733. Lunch is served Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday

at 11:30 a.m.

Dwayne Evanson, United Methodist Men

MOTHIR'S DAY BLESSING

May those with children feel appreciated,
May those grieving empty arms be comforted,
May those mourning and MissiNg
The ones who gave them life
Be wrapped in goodness and love today.
- TAMARA RICE

Page6 The Friendly Caller

(0]



Let us stop just saying we love people;

let us really love them, and show it by our actions.
-1 John 3:18 (Living Bible)

Community Outreach Projects

x Financial Scholarship for Cosmetology Student.

x 13 AJesus Callingdo devotiongd
Center for Women.

x Delivered new pillows/pillowcases to the Community Shelter
and hosted a pizza party for the staff and residents.

x Sing-A-Long for the residents of Clearwater Assisted Living.

Vol unteered time and donated

Rescue Mission.

Assi sted Hopeds Door with th¢g

Volunteered at Canyon County Community Clinic.

Sponsor a Boy Scout Troop at Nampa First UMC.

x

xX X X X

Provide classroom volunteers and supplies to Sherman
Elementary.

x Thank you notes and baked goods delivered to church neigh-
bors.

Church Mission Projects

Church cleanrup days on April 30 and May 7.

Folded and stuffed worship bulletins.

Provided meals for sick church member.

10% of Bake Sale proceeds went to apportionments.
Hand out scriptures to congregation.

Donate food to church pantry.

X X X X X X

40 Days

of Community

Small Groups
IN ACTION!
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