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Nampa First United Methodist Church 

 

 

 

Whatôs Happening 

If you are new to United Methodism, there is a term you need to learn.  

Annual Conference.  It's a confusing term because it has more than 

one meaning.  In one sense, it refers to a geographical region.  In our 

case, Idaho south of the Salmon River and all of Oregon.  We are the 

Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference.  (How the word "annual", meaning 

"once a year" makes any sense at all in a term referring to a          ge-

ographical region has never been satisfactorily explained to me.)  

There are 63 Annual Conferences in the United States.  Since there are 

only 50 states, that means many states have more than one.  Oregon-

Idaho is one of the larger Annual Conferences in square miles.  We are 

one of the smaller Annual Conferences in number of churches and      

members. 

 

An Annual Conference is more than a geographical region in much the 

same way as a church is more than a building.  A church is  people, 

not property.  So too with our Annual Conference.  The people of the 

Annual Conference are all of you who are connected to Nampa First 

United Methodist Church and all those connected with our other 202 

churches.  That's a lot of people!  The membership of the Annual   

Conference is a smaller group that is more precisely defined.  Our 

church has just four members of the Annual Conference.  I am a  

member as an ordained elder.  Rochelle Killett is a member as       

president of the United Methodist Women in our district.  We are     

allowed two other members due to the size of our church.  They are 

Jerry Cornilles and Leatha Thayer, who we elected last fall. 

 

And there is a third meaning.  Annual Conference is the annual    

meeting of all the members of the Annual Conference.  It happens 

each June.  It usually happens in Salem, Oregon, since most of our 

churches are within two or three hours driving distance from there.  

Since it's more like eight to fifteen hours driving distance for the Idaho 

churches, we occasionally do hold Annual Conference out here.  Such 

is the case this year.  The dates are June 20-22 and the place is Boise.  

We will be at the Riverside Hotel and at Boise First United Methodist 

Church (Cathedral of the Rockies). 

 

Annual Conference meets every year.  That's what "annual" means.  

  
Continued on page 2 

È Hannah Kepner Yard Saleð 

June 1 
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È Foot Clinicð             June 8 
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Pastorôs Pen continued 

                          SGHR LNMSG½R RDQLNM SNOHBR 

Well actually, in the world of plants, the annuals bloom just one year and they're done.  It's the 

perennials that keep coming back year after year after year.  So maybe we need a new name.  

How about Perennial Conference? 

 

I'm giving you all this information both because I thought you needed to know (all except for the 

previous paragraph), but mainly because I want to invite you to attend Annual Conference this 

year.  The only closed meeting is the clergy session and, trust me, you wouldn't want to attend 

that even if you could!  Here are my recommendations:  

 

Thursday, June 20, 7:30 pm  Memorial Service at Cathedral of the Rockies.  Our new bishop, 

Grant Hagiya will be preaching. 

Friday, June 21, 1:30 pm  Worship at Riverside Hotel.  Bishop Thomas Bickerton from the 

Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference will share his passion for the "Imagine No       

Malaria" campaign in which the United Methodist Church is playing a prominent role. 

Saturday, June 22, 8:30 am to 2:30 pm  Leadership Training Event led by Phyllis Tickle, a not-

ed authority on religion in American and a popular speaker.  This will be at the Riverside 

Hotel.  There will be a $25 charge for visitors.  

Saturday, June 22, 7:30 pm  Ordination Service at Cathedral of the Rockies.  Bishop Bickerton 

will be preaching. 

 

I'll close with some trivia.  The last time Annual Conference met in Idaho was 2006.  Does anyone 

remember where it was held?  It was right here in Nampa, at Northwest Nazarene University.  I 

remember being so thoroughly confused by the street layout that I gave up in my attempt to find 

the new building I had heard so much about but had never seen, Nampa First United Methodist 

Church! 

June 2  ñCommunion 101ò     I Corinthians 11:23-34 

June 9  ñWhat Happens After Announcementsò  Isaiah 6:1-8 

June 16 ñCrisis in the Highest Office of the Landò Psalm 103:1-18  

June 23 ñItôs Not What You Knowò    Jeremiah 9:23-24 

June 30 ñAmerican Exceptionalismò   Galatians 5:1-14 
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Our pictures tell all!  This class of 2026 was remarkable at their graduation this year.  It was a 
smaller graduating class of 23, but this was partially due to Ms. Cherriôs class being made up of so 
many part-time kindergarteners.  Our kindergarteners who didnôt have school that day were also a 
part of our program making it 36 in all.  We considered them all our well seasoned crew as most of 
them went through the program last year.  They truly were some of the best behaved kids at a  
program that I have ever seen.  Another sign that God has our backs.  
 

The week before when we were having practice and I 
was calling the children down one by one to come 
receive their  diploma, I had one of my boys insist 
that I should tell everyone what he does.  When I 
questioned him, he said ñYou knowðwhere I work!ò  
Silly Ms. Carolyn didnôt see that one coming!      
Needless to say, he was adamant about it.  So when 
he came forward for his diploma on graduation day, I 
stopped him and handed him the microphone so that 
he could proudly say he worked on the family farm 
and planned on continuing as he grew up.  Of course 
I also had to give him the short lecture that just be-
cause he had job security didnôt mean that he   

shouldnôt further his education and that he should try even going to college to help with the family 
farm.  I have to admit that this was a first and I took  the chance that this child wouldnôt choke on 
me when I asked him to talk, but his    passion and love at such a young age is what makes        
everything about this job so special. 
 

On one of our last days of preschool we were playing a little game in my class.  I was asking each 
child a question and they were all given the chance to answer that same question.  One of the 
questions being ñIf you were completely invisible for an entire day, what would you do?ò  Answers 
ranged from hide from my parents to play tricks on people to scare my mom.  But the one that was 
a real eye opener for me was when this sweet five year old little girl said ñI would sneak down to 
my momôs computer and óhackô into it so I could play video games of my choice all day.ò  Call me 
naive, but I really didnôt know kids at this age knew anything 
about hacking.  Their knowledge is   almost scary.  I just hope 
they all continue to put it to good use.  We wish the best for all of 
them. 

 

God Bless,  
Ms. Carolyn 

 

 
 

K ids  Stu f f  Ea r ly  Lea rn ing  P reschoo l  and  Dayca re  Cente r  
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Leadersh ip  Team Corner  

Charles Haddenham 
446 War Eagle Way  È  Nampa 83686 

466-5118 
 

Entered into membership on May 12, 2013 

 

The Leadership Team met on Monday, May 13.  

Here are some highlights from that meeting:  

 

-   We opened with a devotional time centered 

around team building as Leadership Team 

members shared something of their personal 

stories. 

 

-  The resealing of our parking lot has been 

scheduled.  We have repaired and replaced 

doors around the building as funds have     

allowed. 

 

-  We need in the ballpark of $20,000 to    

complete both projects.  A sub-committee to 

work on a Capital Funds campaign was named:  

Leatha Thayer, Don Schultze, Tim Riha, and 

Kathy Huff. 

 

-  The proposed wall to create a new        

classroom in the fireside room will not be built 

at the present time.  The motion that passed 

expressed interest in considering this again at 

a future date.  

 

-  Two congregational meetings with our     

architect were held on April 21.  Many good 

ideas were generated. The Building Committee 

will hold a follow -up meeting with the architect 

on June 3. 

 

Leadership Team will meet next on Monday, 

June 10 at 7 pm in the GPS building.  Guests 

are always welcome.  If there are personnel 

matters to discuss, guests will be excused for 

that portion of the meeting.  

to our  

NEW MEMBERS 

The Covert Memorial  
Scholarship Fund 2013   

 

Covert Memorial Scholarship Fund 2013         

applications are available for students who are 

members of Nampa First or to students whose 

parents are members of Nampa First.   

 

Applications with full instructions are available in 

the church office and must be completed and 

submitted no later than noon on June 30. 
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SAVE THE DATE! Nampa First  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 

June 17-21, 2013 

9:30 a.m.ð12:00 noon 

$15.00 per child 

There is still time to register!  
 

Forms are available at the church office 

or on the church website at  

www.nampaumc.org 

WE NEED YOU! 
 

We are looking for volunteers for Vacation Bible  School.  No experience necessary!!  We are 

still in need of help in the following areas:  

  P   Staff and Crew Leaders 

  P   Registration Helpers (good for those that canôt commit to an entire week) 

  P   Audio/Visual Person (againðno experience neededðwe will train you)  
 

We need LOTS of busy hands to help create the magic of VBS!  You donôt have to be     cre-

ative or have any suppliesðweôll provide you with everything you need and we guarantee 

you will have fun.   
 

If you have any questions about volunteering, please contact Heather Carter at 917 -3152 or 

at suscrapper@cableone.net  ðORð Brandy Yearous at 465-1974 or at brc23@hotmail.com. 

We would like to thank everyone who  

volunteered and helped with our Education programs this year: 
  

Childrenôs Sunday School:   Margie Frasier, Cherri Healea, Marsha Pratte 

Adult Sunday School:  Heather Carter, Don Schultze 

Youth Group:    Kaden and Emily Thueson 

Tuesday Womenôs Bible Study: Kathy Huff 

Saturday Menôs Ministry:  Reed Hoefling 

Wednesday Bible Studies:  Kathy Huff, Steve Hatch, Ric Ramirez 

And all who volunteered for Childrenôs Church  

      and to Dawn Renfrow for coordinating classes and volunteers. 
 

We COULD NOT offer these classes and programs without volunteer supportðTHANK YOU! 
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Menôs Ministry 
 

Only seven men attended the meeting;       

apparently they were busy with ñhoney doò 

projects, planting flowers, etc.  We were     

delighted to have Hannah Kepner attend at the 

urging of Jesse Andrews to inform our group of 

a tremendous opportunity Hannah has  quali-

fied for to enhance her music career.  The 

UMM welcomed the opportunity to help     

Hannah with her financial obligation and     

provided her with $500.00. We urge the   

members of the FUMC to help Hannah pursue 

her dream.  

 

OUTREACH: The numbers of those attending 

the free lunches at the Nampa Community 

Shelter have been increasing; maybe itôs the 

mystery of what Dennis and Dwayne are going 

to prepare; 85 people were served during the 

month of May.  

 

We expressed our appreciation to Tom Burgess 

for his labor of love; the Rose Garden in honor 

of Jean Burgess. 

 

In the program from the Man In The Mirror:  

Solving the 24 Problems Men Face, the twelfth 

problem ñFinancial Strengthò, there are a  

number of Bible verses that refer to the      

solutions . . . Proverbs 13:11 ñHe who gathers 

money little by little makes it grow,ò 1 Timothy 

5:8 ñBut if anyone does not make provisions 

for his relations, and especially for members of 

his own household, he has denied the faith 

and is worse than an unbeliever.ò 

 

There are a number of OUTREACH programs 

that we can get involved in that truly make a 

difference in the life of others and add     

meaning to ours.  

One outreach opportunity is The Mentoring 

Network, Inc.  Learn more about it at 

www.mentoringnetworkid.org or give the    

Executive Director, Donna Shines, a call at 459

-2844. 

 

Another outreach opportunity is a new       

program, Veterans Treatment Court, whose 

goal is to match a military veteran mentor to 

veteran program participant.  To apply, call 

Scott Syme at 573-9301. 

 

Something to think about:  The constitution of 

Godôs moral universe is the Ten Commandments. 

The first four commandments say that OUR main      

priority is to LOVE GOD; the other six              

commandments guide our love of other people. 

 

Dwayne Evanson, United Methodist Men 

 
NEW LOCATION FOR MENôS MINISTRY! 

 

Effective, Saturday May 25, the Saturdayôs 

Menôs Ministry, led by Reed Hoefling, is being 

moved from the Nampa First G.P.S. building to 

Sunny Ridge Rehab and Retirement Center at 

2609 Sunnybrook Drive.  The entrance is on 

the east side.  The meeting room is to the left 

as you enter the building. Starting at 9:15 a.m. 

and ends around 10:30 a.m.   

 

The move will make it easier for Charles Case 

and Keith Walls, as well as other members of 

Southside and Nampa First who reside at    

Sunnyridge.  It is also open to other men who 

reside at Sunnyridge Village. 

 

Our mission is OUTREACH with a program of 

Spiritual Growth based on the Bible.  This is for 

men of all ages . . . what we learn can be 

passed on to our children. 
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WOMENôS BOOK GROUP 
 

The Womenôs Book Group will take a hiatus until fall.  If youôve been thinking of 

coming, but havenôt had a chance, watch for a note in the August newsletter for 

September meeting details.  In September, weôll choose books for the year and 

discuss the book The Fault in Our Stars.  In this insightful book, John Green, has 

created a soulful novel that tackles big subjectsðlife, death, loveðwith the perfect 

blend of levity and heart -swelling emotion.  Hazel is sixteen, with terminal cancer 

CLASSICS BOOK GROUP 
 

The Classics Book Group will be taking June, July, and August off, but over the 

summer months you can read Hornet Flight by Ken Follett and be ready when the 

Classics Book Group starts back up on Thursday, September 19 at 11:00 a.m.  Jerry 

Cornilles will lead the discussion. 

 

Just a glimpse é It is June 1941 and the war is not going well for England.  Across 

the North Sea, eighteen-year-old Harald Olufsen takes a shortcut on the German-occupied Danish 

island of Sande an discovers an astonishing sight that will change the momentum of the war.   He 

must get word to England-except that he has no way to get there.   He has only an old derelict   

Hornet Moth biplane rusting away in a ruined church: a plane so decrepit that it is unlikely ever to 

get off the ground...even if Harald knew how to fly it.  

 

when she meets Augustus at her kids-with-cancer support group.  The two are kindred spirits,  

sharing an irreverent sense of humor and immense charm, and watching them fall in love even as 

they face the universal questions of the human conditionð How will I be remembered?  Does my 

life, and will my death, have meaning?ðhas a raw honesty that is deeply moving.   

 

We will also talk about a service project for our group.  If you are interested in knowing more     

before the fall meeting, contact Heather Carter at 914 -3152 or at suscrapper@cableone.net. 

We would like to recognize our 2013 graduates!  

 

High School:  Tyler Zacharisen, Charles Smith,  

Bailey Calhoun, Joe Carter, Anthony Babien, 

and David Brunmeier (Joanne Blantonôs grandson) 

 

College:  Keitha Gamble,  

and Danielle Valentine (Jim and Sherri Valentineôs daughter) 



Page 8 

B i t s  and  B i t es  

JULY NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE: 
JUNE 14th  

SINGLE WOMEN MAGIC (SWiM)  

An invitation to any single women of the church to join SWiM 

on Saturday, May 15 @ 1:00 p.m. at the home of Doreen 

Webb.  Any questions?  Contact Doreen Webb at 880-4120.

FELLOWSHIP COOKIES  

If your last name begins with one of the following letters, 

please bring 3-4 dozen store bought or homemade cookies 

before or on your designated date. If you have any questions, 

call Joanne Blanton @ 463-9415. 
 

C, D, E . . . June 9 

F, G, H . . . June 16 

I, J, K, L, M . . . June 23  

N, O, P, Q, R . . . June30 

S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z . . . July 7 

LADIES!  SAVE THESE DATES!!  
October 11-13, 2013 for the annual Womenôs Retreat at the Conifer Lodge in McCall. 

Watch for more details in months to come!  

Dear Nampa First and Family, 
 

   Thank you for sending the 

beautiful magenta and white 

flower arrangement to the    

service for Johnôs dad.  They 

really were appreciated by the 

entire family, but it especially 

touched John and me to know 

we were supported and prayed 

for and that each of you were 

with us through the presence of 

the beautiful arrangement. 

   Thank you for your continued 

prayers and love. 
 

Lovingly, 

Helen and John, our children 

and Johnôs mother, Marilyn 

 

PS: We also received flowers 

from the Praise Team and the 

The Leadership Team THANKS YOU for the generous donations 

to Undie Sunday.  This picture represents 238 pieces of          

undergarments in the form of underwear, briefs, t-shirts, bras, 

and socks and three packages of personal hygiene products. 
 

All these donations will be taken to the Oregon-Idaho Annual 

Conference Outreach 2013 Project for disbursement to various 

charities and family shelters.   
 

Your generosity is touching and will benefit MANY with the   

simple, yet significant gift of new undergarments.  

If your anniversary or   
birthday has not been listed or 

listed incorrectly, please call the 
church office anytime and we 

will get than information        
updated.  Thank You! 

LOOK WHAT YOU DID! 
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NUMBERS THAT MATTER  

    

 

 

         

   

                 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  
 

Jun 1  Buck Johnson 
Jun 4  Wanda Nicholson    
Jun 4  Jamie Gould 
Jun 4  Darlene Foreman 
Jun 6  Lavon Duff 
Jun 7  Jack Henry 
Jun 7  Dwayne Evanson 
Jun 7  Richard Pimentel 
Jun 9  Dimitry Erofeeff 
Jun 10  Carol Hedstrom 
Jun 13  Nancy Parks 
Jun 15  Brian Butkus 
Jun 15  James Gamblin 
Jun 18  Belia Mendoza 
Jun 20  Julie Burmester 
Jun 22  Kenny Beeson 
Jun 23  June Baldwin 
Jun 23  Ed Bulgin 
Jun 25  Lela Buckley 
Jun 27  David Wilson 
Jun 29  Wendy Fondren 
Jun 29  Janel Pickens 
Jun 30  Sandra Burrington  

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES  

 

Jun 1  Danny & Nancy Jacobsen 
Jun 1   Ray & Jennifer Jensen 
Jun 1  Randy & Wanda Nicholson 
Jun 3  Rick Thayer & Ustina Erofeeff 
Jun 5  Bob & Jean Burns 
Jun 8  James & Kathy Nickel 
Jun 8   Paul & Jean Brog 
Jun 10  John & Roberta Witteman 
Jun 10  Clyde & Bonnie Stone 
Jun 11  Jesse & Deanna Andrews 
Jun 12  Bob & Kay Chitwood 
Jun 19    G.W. & Karen Lane 
Jun 21  Doug & Dawn Renfrow 
Jun 21  John & Tammy Schafer 
Jun 22  Richard & Marie Hamann 
Jun 25  Bill & Kay Marlatt 
Jun 25  Jim & Marsha Pratte 
Jun 25  Tim & Donna Riha 
Jun 26  John & Stephanie Parsons 
Jun 28  Tim & Serena Rainey 

2013 Average:  189          2013 Goal: 220  

 

DEATHS 
 

Jack Watts 5-5-13 
(John Watts Father) 

 
Donna Nolte  5-10-13 

 
Eula Yates 5-24-13 

Giving:  

 
May Revenue:                            $16,177 
May Expenses:                                       $17,260 
 

Year-to-Date Revenue:                         $89,173  
Year-to-Date Expenses:                        $94,433  
 

Percentage of Apportionments Paid:           23 %  
Percentage of Year Gone:         42 % 
 
  

MAY 5 12  19  26   

9:00 a.m. 89 125 98 98  

11:00 a.m. 73 74 65 84  

6:00 p.m.  16 12 19 16  

TOTAL 178 211 171 198  

Special Dates 



Nampa First United Methodist Church 
2717 12th Avenue Road  È  Nampa, ID  83686 

208-467-1151  È  Email:  nampaumc@gmail.com 

 

KIDS STUFF EARLY LEARNING PRESCHOOL  

AND CHILD CARE CENTER 

208-467-2178 

Address Service Requested  

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS  
 

Childcare in the nursery is provided during morning services. 
 

9:00 a.m. ï Wesley Service:  Traditional worship 
10:00 a.m. ï Sunday School & Shared Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m.ðYouth Group  
11:00 a.m. ï Celebration Service:  Contemporary worship   
6:00 p.m. ï Simply Worship:  For the disabled and their friends 

Our building is 
accessible to all! 

Pastor:  John Watts 
Office Manager:  Carol Ogren 
Church Life:  Kathy Huff 
Kidôs Stuff Director: Carolyn Curtis 
Treasurer:  Traci Alonzo 
Organist:  Nancy Parks 
Choir Director:  Jeanne Kusterer 
Lead Musician:  Tim Swanson 
Custodian:  Carolyn Curtis 
Lay Leader:  Leatha Thayer 
Bishop:  Grant Hagiya 
District Superintendent:  Kim Fields 
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Weôre on  
the web!  

www.nampaumc.org  

May 2013 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m.ð2:00 p.m.  

Office Hours 


