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Nampa First United Methodist Church 

 

What’s Happening 

You may be familiar with Rick Warren.  He has been referred to as 

"America's most influential spiritual leader."  He's the founding pastor of 

Saddleback Church in Orange County, California.  He's best known as 

the "purpose-driven" author.  The Purpose-Driven Church and The   

Purpose-Driven Life were each huge best sellers.  I've been loaned a 

copy of his latest book, 40 Days of Community.  We're laying the 

groundwork for something you'll have the opportunity to participate in 

at a later time.  Stay tuned! 

 

The premise of the book is that we need each other in order to        

accomplish our God-given purpose in life.  Why?  Here are five reasons: 

 

1) We need each other for fellowship.  Sometimes it's nice to be 

alone, but I remember the saying:  "Half the pleasure of solitude comes 

from having some friend to whom we can say how sweet solitude is."  

We can't fellowship with ourselves.  Nor can we fellowship with a 

crowd.  What we really need is a small group.  Jesus modeled this for 

us.  He chose twelve disciples to be his small group.  Years later, John 

Wesley recaptured the small group model and used it successfully for 

the great revival that spread across England and America.  Fellowship 

can be superficial.  That's better than nothing. But when fellowship 

goes deep, exciting things start to happen.  Which leads to # 2. 

 

2) We need each other for growth.  A monastery is where hermits go 

to get close to God without other people getting in the way.  Right?  I 

used to think that.  Then I visited Ascension Priory near Jerome, Idaho 

and I found out how wrong I was.  The monks who live there have 

committed themselves to live in community.  They are farmers.  They 

work closely together to ensure the success of their harvest.  But first 

and foremost, they are Christians.  They take very seriously their life as 

disciples of Jesus and they know they need each other to provide en-

couragement and accountability.  There's that saying, "If you want to 

go fast, go alone, but if you want to go far, go together." 

 

3) We need each other for service.  As disciples of Jesus, we are called 

to serve.  We are "servants of the Servant".  But we will not be very 

effective in our Christian service all by ourselves.  Nor will it be nearly 

as much fun!  This is a church that wants to serve.  Each time we offer  

Continued on Page 2 

 

 

  Labor Day (office closed) 

                    — September 2 
 

  Choir Practice resumes 

                    — September 4 
 

  Sunday School resumes 

                    — September 8 
 

  UM Men’s Breakfast 

                   — September 10 
 

  Rachel Circle 

                   — September 12 
 

  Women’s Book Group 

                   — September 14 
 

  Finance Committee & 

    Leadership Team Meetings 
                   — September 16 
 

  Wednesday Night Live 

                   — September 18 
 

  Classics Book Group & 

    Luncheon — September 19 
 

  Pastor’s Class starts 

                   — September 19 
 

  Single Women Magic 

                   — September 21 
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SGHR LNMSG½R RDQLNMR 

September 1  ñWork, Work, Work for What, What, What?ò I John 3:11-18  
  

September 8  ñWhat Did I Ever Do to Deserve This?ò    Job 1:1-3, 6-22  
 

September 15  ñTrying to Make Sense of it Allò   Job 2:11-3:3, 3:20 

          32:1-6, 34:2-11 
  

September 22  ñGodôs Turn to Speakò    Job 38:1-7, 40:2-5 
  

September 29  ñA Happy Endingò     Job 42:1-17  

opportunities for you to help others, your response is tremendous.  Look in the future for more such 

opportunities as we put our Christian love into action. 

 

4)  We need each other for worship.  It's probably the most important single thing we as a church do 

each week.  We gather for worship.  Why is this so important?  Why not just stay home and find some 

television preacher?   Or leave home and worship God in nature?  Because being together helps us 

sense God's presence and receive God's blessing week after week.  That one hour we share on Sunday 

helps us live more faithfully and more joyfully the other 167 hours.  As has been said, "Seven days   

without worship makes one weak."  And have you noticed that worship is so much more lively and    

inspiring and, yes, fun when we have a crowd?  Be part of that crowd each and every Sunday! 

 

5) Finally, we need each other for evangelism.  Evangelism means reaching out to share the good 

news of Jesus Christ with others.  Evangelism does not require white shirts, black ties, backpacks, and 

bicycles.  That's one way one church does it.  However we do it, it's important that we do it.  The days 

of people just showing up at church because it's the thing to do are largely over.  It used to be that all 

you had to do was open the doors on Sunday morning and the people would stream in.  We live in    

different times today.  We need to find ways to reach out to people where they are, not wait for people 

to come to where we are. 

 

There are a couple of practical ways to do this.  One is to invite a friend to one of our three Sunday 

worship services.  Another way, maybe less threatening, is to invite someone to dinner at Wednesday 

Night Live and then to one of the classes that night or at another time.  (See list of all our fall classes 

and groups on page 5.) 

 

Single snowflakes are beautiful, but that's about all they are.  There isn't much they can do individually.  

However, if you get enough of them to stick together, and they can shut down an entire city! 

 

There's so much we can do as followers of Jesus if we stick together!  And yes, we do need each other. 
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Kids Stuff 

Preschool and Daycare 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As most may know, Jay and Carolyn Curtis both 

had surgery on August 13.  Carolyn donated a 

kidney to someone she will never meet, and Jay 

received a kidney transplant from someone he 

will never meet.  They traveled to Utah a few 

days prior and within a week were both released 

from the hospital and are recovering in a nearby 

facility.   

 

The staff of Kids Stuff has stepped in to cover 

Ms. Carolyn’s absence and are doing a fine job, 

but we know they are all anxious to have her  

return.   

 

The above picture is a HUGE mural the kids 

made (with help from the staff of course).  It’s 

been posted on the Kids Stuff Facebook wall if 

you’d like to see it in full color. 

Health Ministry 

 

We recently conducted a Health Survey and 

Health Questionnaire.  We ran both at each  

service on two different Sundays.  Sixty-eight 

surveys were turned in.  The results are as  

follows: 

 

Gender: Males  = 20% 

  Female  = 65% 

  Undeclared = 15% 

 

Age:  26-35  = 1% 

  36-55  = 15% 

  56-65  = 12% 

  66-75  = 37% 

  76-85  = 30% 

  86-90  = 1% 

  Undeclared = 4% 

 

Marital  Single  = 4% 

Status:  Married = 63% 

  Divorced = 7% 

  Widowed = 16% 

  Undeclared = 10% 

 

Health  Excellent = 9% 

Status:  Good  =  72% 

  Fair  = 18% 

  Poor  = 1% 

 

Sherri Valentine, Parish Nurse 

 

 

The next Foot Clinic is 

scheduled for Saturday, 

September 21 from 9:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  If 

you have any questions 

or would like to schedule an appointment,     

contact Sherri Valentine at 208-602-1694.                           Kids Stuff is now on Facebook!   
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Leadership Team Corner 

 

The Leadership Team met on Monday, August 

12.  Here are some highlights from that meeting: 

 

 Terry Frisk, CPA, met with us to review his 

"Discovery Analysis" of our church's finances 

and financial procedures. 

 

 Jim Waters, chair of Kids Stuff Board, met with 

us to begin a conversation about Kids Stuff 

oversight under our new single board system 

of governance. 

 

 The bill to re-surface the parking lot (apx 

$9,000) is being paid from Kids Stuff funds, 

the Horton Fund, and undesignated          

memorials.  (Note: this leaves the church 

with virtually no reserves for future         

maintenance needs.) 

 

 Kathy Huff, Director of Church Life, informed 

us of a partnership with Sherman Elementary 

School that is being developed.  This will give 

us an opportunity for some direct servant 

ministry. 

 

Leadership Team will meet next on Monday,   

September 16 (one week later than normal) at   

7:00 p.m. in the GPS building.  Guests are always    

welcome.  If there are personnel matters to    

discuss, guests will be excused for that portion  

of the meeting. 

Love In the Name of Christ  
PRESENTS: 

“Melody of Love Benefit Event” 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Seating 6:30pm, Events Starts @ 7:00pm 

 

College Church of the Nazarene 

504 E. Dewey, Nampa (NNU Campus) 

 

Free tickets available in church office.   

The only requirement is if you take a ticket—you commit to going. 

Tickets also available at the door for $7.00 

 

A LOVE Offering will be received during the concert. 

 

Country Attire Appropriate!  

SEE POSTER IN CHURCH NARTHEX!! 

Electronic Funds Transfer 

 

As a convenience for our church family, the option 

to give by Electronic Funds Transfer has been 

made available with our financial institution, Idaho 

Independent Bank. 

 

We’ve all experienced forgetting our checkbook, 

check, or cash at home as we get ready for 

church services.  In today’s electronic society 

many of us set up our utility, mortgage, car     

payments, etc., to be automatically deducted from 

accounts at our individual financial institutions. 

 

$ÅÂÉÔÓ ÏÃÃÕÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ΧÔÈ ÏÒ ΤΡÔÈ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÍÏÎÔÈȟ 

ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÏÉÃÅȢ  9ÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ ΧÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

ΤΡÔÈȢ ÔÏÏȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÌÔÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ 

ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÂÅ ÉÔ ÕÐ ÏÒ ÄÏ×Îȟ ÏÒ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÓËÉÐ Á 

ÍÏÎÔÈȟ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÎÏÔÉÆÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÏǣÃÅȢ  !ÌÓÏȟ ÙÏÕ 

ÃÁÎ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÏÐÔ ÏÕÔ ÁÔ  ÁÎÙÔÉÍÅȢ 
 

!Î !54/-!4%$ ')6).' ÅÎÒÏÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒÍ ÉÓ 

ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ  ÏǣÃÅȢ 
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Church Life 

Max Lucado tells the story of a little boy who fell 

out of bed.  When his mom asked him what   

happened, he answered, “I don’t know.  I guess 

I stayed too close to where I got in.” 

 

It is easy to do the same with our faith; to stay 

right where we are and not grow as a committed     

Christian.  Each of us is in a different place in our 

faith journey, but we are all on this journey    

together.  Consider attending one or more of the 

excellent classes that we are offering this fall. 

 

Don’t make the same mistake as the little boy.  

Don’t stay where you are.  See our Fall Kickoff 

schedule in the next column and decide what the 

next step in YOUR faith journey is!   

 

Kathy Huff, Director of Church Life 

 

 

So let us go on to grown-up teaching.   

Let us not go back over the beginning  

lessons we learned about Christ.   

Hebrews 6:1 
 

FALL KICKOFF!  

Sunday, September 8  

SUNDAY:  

  Adult Sunday School: 10am/G.P.S. Building 

 “Sermon on the Mount” led by Don Schultze 
 

  Children’s Sunday School: 10am (various locations) 

    Children (4 1/2—5th grade) 

    Tweens (6th & 7th graders) 

    Youth (8th—12th graders) in G.P.S. Building 
 

 Children’s Church: 

  Children dismissed @ 11:15am from 2nd service 
 

Nursery Care provided from 9:00 am—12 noon  

for children UP to 4 years of age. 

 

TUESDAY:  

Women’s Bible Study: 10 am/G.P.S. Building 

Phillip Yancey’s “What’s So Amazing About Grace” 

led by Kathy Huff 

 

THURSDAY:  

Bible Study: 7pm . . . Still pending 

If you are interested in an evening class 

contact Kathy Huff 

 

 

 

 

Begins September 18  
 

  Dinner  @ 6—6:45pm 

  Bible Study @ 6:45—8pm (G.P.S. Building) 

  Coffee Connection (Fireside Room) 

  Funky Monkeys (4 1/2 years old through 5th grade) 

  Youth Group (6th grade through 12th grade) 
 

Nursery care provided from 6—8pm 

Know Christ  

Love God  

Serve Others  
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Men’s Ministry 

 

The men met on August 13 at Quik Wok for their 

monthly meeting.   

 

Our program, from “Man in The Mirror: Solving 

the 24 Problems Men Face” was about Problem 

#25: “Time Management.”  You may remember 

the book by Kenneth Blanchard and Spencer 

Johnson, “The One Minute Manager” from the 

1980’s?  The “problem” is where to find the time 

to do all of our responsibilities?  The things we 

should do and the things we want to do.  Given 

that we have the same amount of time . . . 168 

hours per week; the problem is not the time, but 

our “priorities, planning, purpose, and goals.”   

 

A question we must ask ourselves is “are we       

devoting some time to things that have the    

potential to last forever?  What will be our      

legacy?”  If we want to make a contribution to 

forever, then we should become more interested 

in helping people—fired by the intensity of our 

gratitude toward GOD.       

 

To be effective with our time requires us to have 

a spiritual life.  Our part is to be faithful, diligent, 

industrious, and creative with our time.  The   

subject created a great deal of participation and 

fellowship. 

 

The men fed a total of 99 men, women, and   

children at the Community Shelter for our    

Community Outreach Program.  We are looking 

for volunteers to learn the lunch procedures at 

the Community Shelter.  This has been an on-

going Outreach Program for nearly 20 years and 

our participation benefits the community.    

 

The church is also looking for volunteers to drive  

 

 

 

 

 

the church van for both the services.  Contact the 

church office, Dennis Frasier or Dwayne Evanson 

to volunteer. 

 

Dwayne Evanson, United Methodist Men 

Men! 
Mark your Calendars!! 

WORLD MISSIONS AWARENESS  
seminar 

September 21  8:30 am-3:30 pm 

Mission Aviation Fellowship 
FREE! 

RSVP please 
(see church bulletin board) 

Bazaar News 

 

The Bazaar Committee is currently meeting on 

the first and third Friday of the month from  

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 

 

The committee has been working very hard on 

projects for this year’s bazaar, but we still need 

AND COUNT on your talents for making and    

donating handmade items.  There are dish towels 

in the church office to be embroidered.   

 

The Bazaar will be on Saturday, November 2nd 

this year, so please be working on projects to be 

donated to help make this bazaar a HUGE      

success. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Melva Dinius 

at 466-3734. 
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Women’s Book Group 

 

The Women’s Book Group is starting 

back up on September 14 and we 

want you!  Come and join us for   

fellowship and lively discussion.  The 

group meets every second Saturday 

at 9:00 a.m. in the G.P.S. Building 

on the Youth side.   

 

For our first meeting we will discuss the book 

“The Fault in Our Stars”.  Author John Green has 

created a soulful novel that tackles big subjects—

life, death, love—with the perfect blend of levity 

and heart-swelling emotion.  Hazel is sixteen, 

with terminal cancer, when she meets Augustus 

at her kids-with-cancer support group.  The two 

are kindred spirits, sharing an irreverent sense of 

humor and immense charm, and watching them 

fall in love even as they face universal questions 

of the human condition - - How will I be           

remembered?  Does my life, and will my death, 

have meaning? - - has a raw honesty that is 

deeply moving. 

 

We’ll also be choosing our books for the reading 

year.  Bring a book you think will generate a 

great discussion for the group.   

 

If you don’t like to read, but would love to hang 

out with some awesome women . . . we’d love to 

have you! 

 

If you have any questions, contact Heather 

Carter at 466-8441. 

Classics Book Group 

& Classics Luncheon 

 

Our Classics Luncheon and Classics Book Group 

start back up on Thursday, September 19!  These 

both occur on the third Thursday of each month, 

except during the summer. 

 

For our senior readers, the Classics 

Book Group is at 11:00 a.m.  The 

book discussion in September will  

be on Ken Follett’s “Hornet Flight”.   

Jerry Cornilles will lead the           

discussion.   

 

Special guest, Ben Pearson, owner of Pearson’s 

Twice Sold Tales, will speak at the book group 

AND the luncheon in September. 

 

You are encouraged to bring the names of books 

that you think would be good reading and discus-

sion material for the group. 

 

If you have any questions regarding book group, 

contact Von Comstock at 468-9112. 

 

 

 

 

After book group, you are invited to stay for the 

Classics Luncheon at 12:00 noon.  The food and 

the fellowship are priceless!   

 

If you think you would like to HELP prepare a 

Classics Luncheon, the are looking for some   

senior chefs to join them.   

 

If you have any questions about the luncheon or 

you’d like more information about helping with a 

luncheon, contact Diane Morris at 467-4297. 
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To get your articles/events in the  
OCTOBER newsletter, 

please get that information to the 
church office no later than  

Wednesday, September 18. 
Information includes not only articles, 
but all activities so those can be on the 

church master calendar . 

FELLOWSHIP COOKIES 
 

If your last name begins with one of the 

following letters, please bring 3-4 dozen 

store bought or homemade cookies  

before or on your designated date.  

If you have any questions,  

call Joanne Blanton @ 463-9415. 
 

C through E . . . September 1 

F through H . . . September 8 

I through M . . . September 15 

N through R . . . September 22 

S through Z . . . September 29 

bd 
My Church Family and Friends, 
 

    I am so grateful to have been selected 

as a Covert Memorial Scholarship     

recipient!  I really appreciate your help 

and support through high school, and I 

know I wouldnôt have been where I at 

now without yoursô and Christôs love.  

Thank you so, so much! 
 

Love, Anthony Babien 

 

bd 

BITS AND BITES 

October 11-13, 2013 

$55.00 

The sign-up sheet is in the church office. 

Conifer Lodge in McCall 

SWiM  -  Single Women Magic 

The next couple of SWiM gatherings will be on 

the following days, hosted by: 
 

September 21 @ 1 pm hosted by Gay Colson 
 

October 12 or 19 @ 1 pm  

hosted by Doreen Webb  -  to be confirmed. 

As always, we would like to extend a heartfelt invitation to 

any single ladies in or out of the church who would like to 

become a part of the Single Women Magic (SWiM for short).  

For more information on the SWiM group and upcoming 

events, please contact any of the ladies named above.  We’ll 

be happy to include you in the gatherings! 

Looking for a Few Good Towels 

 

The men’s ministry is collecting 

NEW AND USED BATH TOWELS 

for the shelter and the Lighthouse. 

 

Please drop off at the church no 

later than Sunday, September 8th. 

 

Thank you! 
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NUMBERS THAT MATTER 

August Worship Attendance: 

    

 

 

         

   

                 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Sep 1  Amy Dinius 
Sep 2  Bob Reed 
Sep 2  Helen Reed 
Sep 3  Pam Kemp 
Sep 3  Megan House 
Sep 6  Corrie Bruder 
Sep 8  Pat Winch 
Sep 10  Evelyn Bowman 
Sep 10  Rex Burmester 
Sep 10  Austin Wink 
Sep 11  Amy Dinius 
Sep 11  Kim Calhoun 
Sep 12  Rosemary Scale 
Sep 12  Phyllis McLellan 
Sep 14  Polly Hayward 
Sep 20  Tanner Calhoun 
Sep 21  Rochelle Killett 
Sep 22  Lois Herr 
Sep 23    Areesa Franklin 
Sep 23  Larie Ratcliff 
Sep 23  Glen Hogin 
Sep 24  David Watson 
Sep 24  Kaetlyn Healea 
Sep 27  Jean Hogin 
Sep 29  Jean Holland 
Sep 30  Robert Vaughn 
Sep 30  Lisa Lujan 
Sep 30  Margie Frasier 
 

  
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Sep 7  Bob & Helen Reed 
Sep 8  Dale & Pat Winch 
Sep 11  Bryan & Stephanie Fickel 
Sep 14  Jon & Glenda Eubanks 
Sep 14  Bob & Bonney Welker 
Sep 18  Jerry & Darlene Cornilles 
Sep 19  Clarke & Cheryl Yearous 
Sep 19  Bo & Lisa Wink 
Sep 23  Brian & Melinda Butkus 
Sep 23  Buck & Rene Johnson 

2013 Average: 185         2013 Goal: 220 

Giving: 

 
August  Revenue:                           $15,960 
August Expenses:                                   $17,109 
 

Year-to-Date Revenue:                        $137,542 
Year-to-Date Expenses:                       $143,201 
 

Percentage of Apportionments Paid:            33% 
Percentage of Year Gone:          66% 
 

 4 11 18 25  

9:00 a.m. 80 68 82 84  

11:00 a.m. 69 93 68 81  

5:30 p.m. 6 12 12 14  

TOTAL 155 173 162 179  

Special Dates 
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DEATHS 
 

Loren Blakeslee, 7-26-13 
(Brenda Miller’s brother) 

 



Nampa First United Methodist Church 

2717 12th Avenue Road    Nampa, ID  83686 

208-467-1151    Email:  nampaumc@gmail.com 

 

KIDS STUFF EARLY LEARNING PRESCHOOL  

AND CHILD CARE CENTER 

208-467-2178 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
 

Childcare in the nursery is provided during morning services. 
 

9:00 a.m. – Wesley Service:  Traditional worship 
10:00 a.m. – Sunday School & Shared Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m.—Youth Group  
11:00 a.m. – Celebration Service:  Contemporary worship   
5:30 p.m. – Simply Worship:  For the disabled and their friends 

Our building is 
accessible to all! 

Pastor: John Watts 
Office Manager: Carol Ogren 
Church Life: Kathy Huff 
Kid’s Stuff Director: Carolyn Curtis 
Treasurer: Traci Alonzo 
Organist: Nancy Parks 
Choir Director: Jeanne Kusterer 
Lead Musician: Tim Swanson 
Custodian: Carolyn Curtis 
Lay Leader: Leatha Thayer 
Bishop: Grant Hagiya 
District Superintendent: Kim Fields 
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We’re on  
the web! 

www.nampaumc.org 

September  2013 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  

Office Hours 


