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  tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ  tŜƴ                       ñFaith and Riskò  

The parable of the talents is one that never gets far from my mind.   

Remember how it goes?  The master leaves on a trip and leaves talents 

(money) to his servants.  Two of the servants risk losing what they were 

given, but because they are willing to take that risk, they make more 

money.  And the master is most pleased.  One of the servants is afraid 

of losing what he was given, so he plays it safe.  He buries the money.  

He returns to his master exactly what he was given, right down to the 

penny.  And the master is not pleased at all.  (See  Matthew 25:14 -30). 
 

Are you inclined to play it safe?  I am.  And the older I get, the more 

that tendency comes to the fore.  But I think I know the reason.  Fear.  

When you think more about the bad things that might happen than 

about the good things that might happen, it makes you fearful. And 

fearful people tend to play it safe.  
 

The opposite of fear is faith.  The Bible tells us over and over again to 

not be afraid.  It's in the Christmas story.  It's in the Easter story.   It's 

in the story of the calming of the storm at sea.  The disciples are in a 

panic and Jesus says to them, "Why are you afraid?  Have you no 

faith?" (Mark 4:40)  
 

The opposite of fear is faith, and another word for faith is risk.  Which I 

think is why the master in the parable of the talents is pleased with 

those who risk losing his money.  It's not the "capital gain" that pleases 

him so much as the faith.  If I understand what Jesus is telling us here, 

the master would also have been pleased if the money was risked and 

lost.  Because the master in this parable is God.  And God is pleased 

with our faith, whether or not our faith gets us what we want.  
 

Hebrews 11:6:  "Without faith it is impossible to please God."  Or how 

about this?  "Without risk it is impossible to please God"? 
 

We've had a good year as a church.  Probably the best since I've been 

here.  Worship attendance and giving, the usual ways to measure 

church health, are strong.  God keeps sending us new people.  I'm   

sending out invitations this week to another large pastor's class.  So 

maybe it's time for us to play it safe?  Hold onto what we've got?  Think 

more about preserving than pioneering? 
 

I'm the first to admit, that sounds pretty good.  The summer slowdown 

never happened around here and gearing up for an ambitious          

September seems daunting.   

 

WHATôS HAPPENING ... 

Labor Day  

Monday, September 5 
 

Chancel Choir Practice  

Wednesday, September 7 
 

Book Club  

Saturday, September 10 
 

United Methodist Women  

Saturday, September 10 
 

Leadership Team Mtg.  

Monday, September 12 
 

Womenôs Bible Study 

Tuesday, September 13 
 

Classics Luncheon  

Thursday, September 15 
 

Chix and Stix  

Saturday, September 17 
 

UM Menôs Lunch 

Tuesday, September 20 
 

Wednesday Night Live  

Wednesday, September 21 

Continued on Page 2 



But I know God is pleased when we take what God has given us and use it, even risk losing it, and move    

forward in faith.  And I know God has given me an important role in this church.  Leaders lead.  We'll be  

looking at leaders in the Bible in the sermon series that starts soon.  Leaders lead and leaders inspire faith, 

not fear.  
 

Joel Willis and I attended the annual Global Leadership Summit at Cathedral of the Rockies recently.  August 

is a great time for that because it always gives be a good shot of inspiration that takes me into September.  
 

One of the speakers was Jossy Chako.  He leads an organization that is planting churches in Asia.   They are 

averaging 11 church plants each day.  No, that is not a typo.   I cannot even get my head around that       

statistic.  11 a day.  They don't all succeed.  But none of them would succeed without the faith (risk) that has 

dared to make the effort.   
 

Here are a couple of Jossy Chako soundbites: 
 

"Embrace risk as your friend and comfort and safety as your enemy." 
 

"Don't let the fear of losing what you have cause you to lose what God has for you."  
 

God has a lot of great things for you, whoever you are, as you are reading this.  And God has a lot of great 

things for this church.  So let's think more about the good things that might happen than the bad things that 

might happen.  And let's make this a September of boldness and risk, not comfort and safety.  
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September 4  ñWhen Your Burden is Too Smallò  Gatians 6:7-10 

 

 

 

 

 
 

September 11  ñFollow the Leader: Mosesò   Exodus 3:1-12 
 

September 18  ñFollow the Leader: Davidò   Psalm 51:10-17 
 

September 25  ñFollow the Leader: Jeremiahò  Jeremiah 29:4-11 
 

October 2  ñFollow the Leader: Estherò   Esther 4:10-17 
 

October 9  ñFollow the Leader: Nehemiahò  Nehemiah 2:11-12 
 

October 16  ñFollow the Leader: Barnabusò  Acts 9:23-31 

New Sermon Series: 
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Kids Stuff  

Early Learning Center and Preschool  

 

We had a fabulous summer.   Iôm not sure how it 

went by so fast, but weôre thankful for the time that 

we had to get a few extra things done around the 

center that we donôt seem to have time for when we 

are all busy with our classrooms. 
 

We are off to a great start for our fall enrollment.  

Both the 3 and 4 year-old preschool classes are full.  

We wonôt be starting them until September 7th and 

8th.  This gives Lynn and me time to work out the 

little quirks that we seem to have every year with our 

new enrollment and schedules changing with the start 

of a new school year.  Again weôre very thankful for 

our past and current families that continue to refer 

our center to family, friends, and coworkers.   
 

This year we are excited to be transporting to      

Centennial as well as Sherman, Iowa, and Owyhee 

schools.  With going to four schools now our schedule 

will be a tight one, but weôre always looking at ways 

to help our current families.  I have to admit that with 

the good always seems to come the bad.  Once we 

started adding up the number of kids that we would 

be transporting, we realized that we did not have 

enough seat belts to accommodate everyone in the 

church van. The seats were not an issue, but we had 

several seat belts that were twisted and not working, 

as well as broken springs.  Lynn and I always like to 

think that thereôs no job too big for us (Ha, Ha).  But 

after several hours of prying and removing broken 

belts we found ourselves in the dilemma of needing 

new some new ones.  Our first idea was purchasing 

new ones from an auto parts store.  Of course that 

would have been too easy.  They didnôt fit.  Our next 

bright idea was a trip to the junk yard.  We thought 

we were so good going prepared with our own tools 

and everything.  Who would have thought they 

wouldnôt let us in with our flip flops .   Iôm never the 

one that likes to order online, but I have to admit, 

that is what saved us.  Overnight delivery, some in-

stallation by 2 woman that always think they know 

what theyôre doing, and what do you know? Weôre 

good to go.   
 

Sometimes itôs not in the order that we think it should 

come, but as always ñGod shall supply all our needsò.  

Weôre looking forward to another great year. 

                                                                                   

God Bless, Ms. Carolyn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Live resumes on Wednesday,     

September 21 at 6:00 p.m.   
 

You wonôt have to plan the family dinner on these 

evenings because Ms. Lynn from Kids Stuff is cooking 

for us again this year, so dinner is ready!   
 

Afterwards there will be something for all ages é 

events are still in the planning stages, but there is a 

6:45 p.m. Pastorôs Class for people new to our 

church, as well as chancel choir practice at 7:00 p.m. 

(have dinner, then go to practice!)  
 

Stay tuned for more information on this and more in 

the weeks to come and donôt forget to invite family 

and friends!  This is a GREAT way to introduce people 

to Nampa First. 

Chancel Choir practice resumes on  

Wednesday, September 7th at 7:00 p.m. 

New Voices Welcome! 
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Leadership Team  

 

The Leadership Team met on Monday, August 8.  

Here are some highlights from that meeting:  
 

¶ New guidelines for memorial gifts were adopted.  

A copy is available upon request.  Summary: Un-

less otherwise designated by the family, $500 is 

the threshold at which the family is consulted   

regarding the use of the money given.             

Undesignated memorial gifts go to the general 

fund and are used for current expenses. 

¶ Our church has been invited to participate in an 

estate planning seminar at Crossroads Community 

Church on Sunday, September 18 at 6:00 p.m.  

Mission Aviation Fellowship is sponsoring this 

event and Bill Southworth has opened it to us.  

¶ We will soon begin our Consecration Sunday    

financial campaign.  Jim Killett will return as   

chairperson and Rev. John Mars of Meridian Unit-

ed Methodist Church will return as our guest lead-

er. Consecration Sunday will be November 13. 

¶ Wednesday Night Live will begin again on       

September 21.  (Meal open to all at 6:00 p.m. 

with activities for all ages to follow.)  One of the 

groups meeting that night will be a Pastorôs Class 

for people new to our church.  
 

Leadership Team will meet next on Monday,        

September 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the GPS Building.  

Guests are always welcome. 

Building and Grounds  

 

This past month has been busy getting projects done 

around the church.  After having the big windows 

tinted in fellowship hall, the bazaar group offered to 

do the doors as well.  A huge thank you to the bazaar 

group for always trying to help us with projects.  This 

project has improved the fluctuation of the           

temperature in that room.   
 

We had the front entry painted in preparation for the 

new picture wall that Jan Miller is working on.  It will 

be a great asset to everyone who would like to put a 

name to a familiar face in our church family.  We are 

also still pursuing the front circle project that funds 

were raised for at our Family Fun Day.  Our hope is to 

have this completed this fall when the weather cools 

down.  We are still waiting for a few bids to come in.   
      

Please know that even if you arenôt seeing things    

being done, the committee is always hard at work to 

keep updating our facility.  

 

God Bless, Carolyn 

Book Club  

 

Book Club resumes on Saturday, 

September 10 at 9:30 a.m. in the 

GPS Building.  Septemberôs book is 

A Paris Apartment  by Michelle     

Gable.  Come ready to discuss this 

novel about the tale of two women.  

ñWhen April Vogt's boss tells her about an apartment 

in the ninth arrondissement that has been discovered 

after being shuttered for the past seventy years, the 

Sotheby's continental furniture specialist does not 

hear the words "dust" or "rats" or "decrepit." She 

hears Paris. She hears escape.ò  
 

Also feel free to bring a title of something you'd like 

to read.  A reading list for future meetings will be 

compiled from the suggestions.   

New Picture Wall  

 

For those who couldnôt have a directory 

picture taken last summer or are new to 

the church, please allow us to take your 

picture for our NEW PICTURE WALL.  

Laura Mullins will be in the Fireside 

Room on Sundays between services or 

you can stop by the church office M-F, 

9am-2pm and our office manager will 

take your picture.   



Sherman Elementary Outreach  

 

All the supplies you donated to Sherman Elementary 

were delivered in time for their open house.  Students 

needing help purchasing supplies were able to get 

them thanks to your generosity.  Money donated 

throughout the year towards Sherman Elementary 

was used to purchase 100 backpacks!  Those funds 

also provided copy paper and other supplies for 

teachers and staff during the last school year when 

their supplies were low. 
 

Incentive awards will be purchased from this fund in 

the next few weeks.  This successful program        

encourages students by rewarding cooperation and 

improved behavior.  The small items used for rewards 

means so much to these children and have such a 

positive affect for the school.  
 

Supplies still needed include:    

 Crayons Glue Sticks Dry Erase Pens 

 Scissors Folders  Notebook Paper 

 No. 2 Pencils 
 

I was told the Ticonderoga brand pencils are best if 

you can find them.  The lead on other brands break 

often when sharpened more than a couple of times.  

And a special need é size 4-6 underwear for the 

younger children. 
 

Volunteers are still needed to work directly with     

students and/or to help teachers prepare classroom 

materials.  Anyone interested in helping can call the 

school directly at 208-648-4628 ext. 2851 for contact 

me at 208-615-4082. 

 

With Thanks, Marie Hamann 
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Classics Luncheon  

 

Our 65+ year old seniors are invited to the Classics 

Luncheon and Program on Thursday, September 15 

with the luncheon beginning at 12:00 noon followed 

by a program.   
 

Septemberôs guest speaker for 

our program will be our very 

own Nampa First member, Di-

ane Macdonell.  Diane will play 

her harp from 12:00 noon to 

12:30 p.m., then she will share 

the history of the harp, the 

differences between        dif-

ferent kinds of harps, and 

some information on 

therapeutic harp playing.   
 

If you have any questions, or would like to volunteer 

to assist with set-up, serving, or clean-up, contact 

Laura Mullins at teammullins53@gmail.com or at 858-

735-7253.  

Womenôs Bible Study 

 

Womenôs Bible Study resumes 

on Tuesday, September 13 at 

10:00 a.m. in the GPS. 
 

Join the women as they study 

Ten Women of The Bible  by 

Max Lucado.   

In this 10 -session workbook, Max Lucado tells some 

of his favorite accounts of these ten womenðSarah, 

Abigail, Esther, the Samaritan Woman, Mary         

Magdalene, and othersðand describes what set them 

all apart.  
 

Come to September 13th having read Chapter 1, Sa-

rah: Life in the Kingdom of the Absurd.  
 

Study books are available in the church office for a 

suggested donation of $10.  If you have any ques-

tions, contact Kathy Huff at 466 -5982. 
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    United Methodist Menôs Ministry 

 

We had 12 meet for lunch on August 16 and sharing 

our thoughts on the Book of Mark.   
 

Glen Hogin suggested seeing if there is any interest in 

starting a second menôs group.  If you are interested, 

contact Glen or Dwayne.  We are open to your     

suggestions on how to increase our United Methodist 

Menôs attendance. 
 

Nampa First United Methodist Men receives support 

from the General Conference United Methodist Men.  

The GCUMM recently shared the following ñThe 

churches that are growing are the churches that show 

an increase in the number of men attending churchò.  

God calls men to be the spiritual leaders of their   

families é we can not just tell them to pray, we must 

pray with them.   
 

A challenge from the GCUMM is this ñIf you had the 

opportunity to sit with Jesusðwhat would you want 

Jesus to teach you?ò  Do you have quiet time with 

Jesus or do you tell yourself I donôt have the time?  

What can be more important that strengthening your 

relationship with our Lord? 
 

The Nampa First United Methodist Men are preparing 

for the October 22 Annual Holiday Bazaar.  We have 

decided on serving Beef Stew and have elected to   

increase the price by $1.  We would appreciate     

feedback from the congregation regarding the menu 

and pricing.  They are as follows:  
 

 Bowl of Beef Stew, Roll, Drink é $6 

 Same as above + a piece of pie é $8 

 Bowl of Stew to take home   é $4 

 Cinnamon Roll with a drink  é $3 

 Piece of Pie with a drink  é $4 
 

The funds raised from this luncheon will purchase 

groceries to be used at the Nampa Community    

Shelter which is operated by the Salvation Army.  

Other churches and businesses also prepare meals at 

the shelter.   
 

During the month of July, the team of Judy Matthews,  

Curtis Wilhite, and Dwayne Evanson prepared in    

excess of 100 dinners for people utilizing the Nampa 

Community Shelter.   
 

We prepare meals on the 1st and 2nd Monday of 

each month.  If youôd like to be a part of this        

outreach contact Judy, Curtis, or Dwayne.  Many 

hands make light the work!  

 

Dwayne Evanson 

Sassy Women Mix - It -Up  

(SWiM)  

 

The SWiM group has been busy over the summer.  In 

June we had both an indoor picnic and a trip to the 

Oregon Trail Museum in Baker, Oregon.   

 

In July some of the 

ladies took in the 

Snake River Stampede 

and in August we en-

joyed My Fair Lady at 

the Shakespeare     

Festival.   
 

 

 

Upcoming fun events include: 
 

Sunday, September 18: British High Tea in Boise.   

Donôt forget to wear your proper tea hats! 
 

Saturday, October 15: Potluck lunch at the home of 

Doreen Webb with ghoulishly delicious Halloween 

theme.  Bring your favorite spooky side dish, dessert, 

or appetizer.  The main dish will be provided from 

Doreenôs secret laboratory!  AND there will be crafty 

fun waiting for you.  
 

SWiM invites all women to join us for good food, 

laughter and fellowship.  It doesnôt matter your age 

or if you are single, widowed, divorced, married or in 

a relationship, we want you to join in the fun.   
 

If you are interested or have any questions about 

SWiM, contact Doreen Webb at 880-4120. 



Fellowship Cookie  

Donation Rotation  
 

Do you enjoy the cookies provided between services?  

The people who do enjoy the cookies appreciate 

those who bring the cookies!  If you havenôt         

contributed, please consider doing so.   
 

If your last name begins with one of the following   

letters, please bring 3-4 dozen store bought or   

homemade cookies before or on your designated 

date. Just drop them off in the church kitchen or 

church office. 
  

September 4 . . . FðH 

September 11 . . . IðM 

September 18 . . . NðR 

September 25 . . . SðZ 

The BAZAAR  

is coming!  

The BAZAAR  

is coming!!  

 

Volume 14, Issue 8                                                                                                                                       Page 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Holiday Bazaar  

Saturday, October 22  

 

The Bazaar Workshop has been humming with the 

sound of creativity for the past many months in prep-

aration for this yearôs holiday bazaar.  There are new 

and exciting items coming out this year!  
 

Funds raised at the Annual Holiday Bazaar have gone 

towards many different projects over the years.  Most 

recently the purchase of new chair carts last fall and 

the tinting of the windows and doors in Fellowship 

Hall.  So when you support the Bazaarðyou support 

the ENTIRE church. 
 

The United Methodist Men also raise funds at the   

Bazaar with the sale of cinnamon rolls, stew, rolls, 

pie, and drinks.  Their funds purchase food for the 

Nampa Community Shelter. 
 

So put this date on your calendar, in your smart 

phone, and on the refrigerator é you wonôt want to 

miss this opportunity to get your holiday gifts and   

décor shopping and your breakfast and lunch all in 

one stop!   

 

 

 

Servant of the Month  

 

Typically servants of the month are 

members of our church.   
 

That wasn't the case last time as we 

honored Lynn Tucker and her      

husband, Brian.  They are a huge 

part of our Vacation Bible School 

each year even though they attend 

another church.   
 

This month we want to recognize Terry Frisk.  Terry 

also attends another church.  He is a CPA who works 

with companies to help make them stronger.  We 

hired him several years ago in an advisory role to help 

us with church bookkeeping.  His help was very    val-

uable.   
 

Two years ago Terry informed us that he would be 

happy to continue working with us for free.  When he 

was paid, he wasn't paid nearly what he was worth to 

us.  Now that he is helping us pro bono, well, the gap 

between what he gets and what he gives in even 

greater!  Thank you Terry.  What a blessing you are 

to us! 

SPREAD  

THE  

WORD!  

 

Terry Frisk 



Bits & Bites  

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE  
 

Articles and calendar dates for the October issue due:  

NO LATER than Friday, September 17  
 

Submissions received after deadline  

will have to wait until the next issue.  

Page 10                                                                                                                                        The Friendly Caller 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for all of your prayers and love that you 

have sent us.  We really appreciate you all.  And miss 

you so much!  My eye is doing so much better.  I 

start work full -time on the 16th.  Lily starts 5th grade 

on the 30th.  Hopefully we will be able to visit soon.  
 

Love, the Babiens 

 

Dear Nampa FUMC, 
 

We want to thank each one of you for the many cards 

and letters, for the encouraging and uplifting phone 

calls, for the prayers by Nampa First UMC Prayer 

Group and others, for the visits by Pastor John, for 

food brought to our home by Michael and Laura   

Mullins during Lynellôs recovery from her surgery.  All 

of this meant so much to us.   
 

In Christôs Love, Lynell and Carl 

 

Greetings from Greenleaf Friends Academy! 
 

Thank you for the generous donation to Greenleaf 

Friends Academy this year.  The gratitude and       

appreciation we extend to your members at United 

Methodist Church is genuine and deep.  Thank you 

for hosting our choir in May and for your hospitality 

and interest in the Academy and its students.  May 

God continue to bless your church abundantly. 
 

Ellen Morse, Advancement Office 

Greenleaf Friends Academy 

 

Dear Nampa First UMC Prayer Group and Kids Stuff, 
 

Thank you so much for your love and support!  
 

Love, The Pulse Family 

 

Dear Nampa First UMC, 
 

Thank you so much for all your prayers!  I love  

Annabellôs card.  God is good!  
 

God bless all of you! 

Virginia Hathaway 

Happy 60th Anniversary Blessings Dale and Pat! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Winch family invites you to join them in the       

celebration of their 60th wedding anniversary on       

Saturday, September 10 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in  

the Fellowship Hall of Nampa First Untied Methodist 

Church.  No gifts please, but please feel free to send 

a card to Dale and Pat at 524 Chestnut Street,  

Nampa ID 83686. 

Next monthôs special dates to start October off ... 

just the first few days of month.  
 

October  9  Bob Healea 
 12  Ron Walter 
 13  Melinda Butkus 

 14  Judy Matthews  
 

October  6  Gene & Melva Dinius 
 12  Earl & Larie Ratcliff 
 

The entire October birthday and anniversary list  

will be published next month.   



 

NUMBERS THAT MATTER  

 

July Worship Attendance:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Worship Attendance:  

 

    

 

 

         

   

                 

2016 Average:  198 

 3 10 17 24 31 

9 am 86 59 66 84 85 

11 am 67 65 85 72 80 

5:30 pm 20 32 35 24 37 

Total 173 156 186 180 202 

Giving:  

 
August Revenue:  $ 14,224 
August Expenses:  $ 20,151 

 
2016 Revenue:  $ 174,358 
2016 Expenses:  $ 161,376 

 
Percentage of Apportionments Paid: 48% 
Percentage of Year Gone:              67% 
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September Birthdays  
 

September 2 Bob Reed 

  2 Helen Reed 

   3 Pam Kemp 

  4 Betsy Hutchison 

  5 Amelia DeThomas 

  6 Corrie Bruder 

  8 Pat Winch 

  10 Evelyn Bowman 

  10 Rex Burmester 

  11 Amy Dinius 

  11 Kim Calhoun 

  12 Rosemary Scale 

  12 Phyllis McLellan 

  12  Sedona Fabbi 

  13 Janet Walter 

  13 Destinie Pimentel 

  14 Polly Hayward 

  20 Tanner Calhoun 

  21 Rochelle Killett 

  22 Lois Herr 

  23   Areesa Franklin 

  23 Larie Ratcliff 

  23 Glen Hogin 

  24 David Watson 

  24 Kaetlyn Healea 

  27 Jean Hogin 

  27 Nichole Petrie 

  29 Jean Holland 

  29 Sharon Eller 

  30 Lisa Lujan 

  30 Margie Frasier 

 

September Anniversaries  
 

September  7 Bob & Helen Reed 

  8 Dale & Pat Winch 

  10 Dale & Christine Sugg 

  11 Brian & Stephanie Rogers                                

  18 Jerry & Darlene Cornilles 

  18 Michael & Laura Mullins 

  23 Brian & Melinda Butkus 

  23 Buck & Rene Johnson 

 

 7 14 21 28  

9 am 102 82 95 97  

11 am 81 67 82 69  

5:30 pm 35 9 25 17  

Total 218 158 202 183  

 

Deaths 

 

Iris Collamer 

(Marie Hamannôs mother) 

7-23-2016 

 

Robert Welker 

8-4-2016 
 



Address Service Requested  

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS  
 

Childcare in the nursery is provided during morning services. 
 

9:00 a.m. . . . . . . .  Wesley Service:  Traditional worship  
10:00 a.m. . . . . . .  Adult Sunday School & Shared Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. . . . . . .  Celebration Service:  Contemporary worship   

                    Sunday School for Children 

5:30 p.m. . . . . . . .  Simply Worship:  For the disabled and their friends  Our building is 
accessible to all! 

Pastor:   John Watts 

Lay Leader:   Jerry Cornilles 

Kids Stuff Director:   Carolyn Curtis 

Treasurer:   Cole Rogers 

Organist:   Nancy Parks 

Choir Director:   Jeanne Kusterer 

Lead Musician:   Tim Swanson 

Custodian:   Carolyn Curtis 

Office Manager:   Carol Ogren 

Bishop:   Elaine Stanovsky 

District Superintendent:   Kim Fields 

September 2016 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m.ð2:00 p.m.  

Office Hours 

Nampa First United Methodist Church 
2717 12th Avenue Road    Nampa, ID  83686 

208-467-1151 

Email:    nampaumc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.nampaumc.org 

 

KIDS STUFF EARLY LEARNING PRESCHOOL  

AND CHILD CARE CENTER 

208-467-2178 
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